A science project should be about something that interests you, but not something that you already know all about.  Select a topic; then ask a question. The questions should have a quantitative answer. In other words, it should have an answer that can be measured. Try using questions that begin with: What? Which? Do? Does?  

You may wish to tie your science project into one of the themes you've been (or will be) studying in class this year. Some of these may include:

2nd Grade		3rd Grade		4th Grade			5th grade
Healthy Foods		Plants & Animals		Ecosystems			Meteorology
Rocks, Soils, & Fossils	Solar System		Electricity & Magnetism		Astronomy
Motion			Light			Rocks & Minerals			Chemistry
Sound			Energy			Agents of Erosion			Plant Systems
Life Cycles		Solids, Liquids, & Gases	Volcanoes & Earthquakes		Human Body Systems


Do not use kits. Be aware of what expenses may be involved and choose another project if you cannot afford to buy the materials. Make sure there is enough time allowed for completing your project. Choose a project that is safe. If there are younger brothers or sisters, or a pet, you’ll need a safe place out of reach.



Please return this portion of the page for your topic approval before Feb. 27, 2010:
Student Name(s):_____________________________________________________________
Topic or Question for the project:  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Parent or Guardian Signature Approval: 
_____________________________________         Date:______________________________
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Here are some suggestions to get you started. If none of the topics appeal to you, talk to someone else to see what lively and creative ideas you hatch. There are numerous books and online sources with project ideas as well.

	What color birdseed do birds like best?
	What type of nut do squirrels like best?

	Does holding a mirror in front of a fish change what the fish does?
	Do people use their left or right ear more to listen on wireless headsets?

	Which brand of diaper holds the most water?
	Does an earthworm react to light and darkness?

	What foods do mealworms prefer?
	What plant foods contain starch?

	Which drink has the highest level of acid?
	Which way does the wind blow most frequently?

	Which dish soap makes the longest lasting suds?
	Which cheese gets moldy faster?

	What kind of musical instrument can be made from common materials?
	Will a toy car travel further will extra weight on the front, middle, or back of the car?

	Can you play equally well with a Wii controller in your left and right hand?
	Does a baseball go farther when hit by a wooden or metal bat?

	Which countries have magnetic coins?
	Which appliances affect compasses?

	What is the best mixture of sand and water to make a sand castle?
	Do students remember a spelling word better by hearing or seeing the letters?
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Some websites to look for ideas:

	http://www.science-fair.org/

	http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/pages/sciencefairzone/topics.asp

	http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/kids/sciencefair.php

	http://school.discovery.com/sciencefaircentral/scifairstudio/ideas.html

	  http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/experiments/

	http://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/snackbysubject.html http://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/snacksbysubject.html

	http://www.sciencebuddies.org
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