English 11 AP
Wampler

Twelve Rules for Commas

Please keep this sheet with you when writing.  I expect you to know these rules, use these rules, and master the skill of correct comma usage before the end of the first nine weeks.

Rule 1.  Use a comma to separate the items in a series of three or more items.


Mrs. Wampler stepped on a banana peel, fell on her face, and cried like a 
baby.
Rule 2.  Use a comma plus a coordinating conjunction (and, but, for, nor, yet, or, so) to connect two independent clauses.

She crawled to the kitchen counter, but she could not reach the counter top.

Rule 3.  Use a comma to set off introductory elements.


Turning onto her back, she suddenly remembered that she did not have her 
necklace around her neck.
Rule 4.  Use a comma to set off parenthetical elements.  A parenthetical element is added information and is a part of a sentence that can be removed without changing the essential meaning of that sentence.
Mrs. Wampler, who is not really that old, usually wears a Life Alert necklace.

Rule 5.  Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives.  If an and or a but can be placed between the adjectives, a comma will probably belong there.

Mr. Wampler would like for Mrs. Wampler to be a beautiful and young wife instead of a little old lady.
Mr. Wampler would like for Mrs. Wampler to be a beautiful, young wife instead of a little old lady.

Rule 6.  Use a comma to set off quoted elements.  Generally, use a comma to separate quoted material from the rest of the sentence that explains or introduces the quotation.

Mrs. Wampler yelled, “Help!  I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!”

If a quoted element comes in the middle of the quotation, two commas will be required.

“The problem is,”  Mrs. Wampler said, “I don’t have my Life Alert necklace.”
Rule 7.  Use  commas to set off phrases that express contrast.

She said she liked to wear pearls, not a life-saving device. 

Rule 8.  Use a comma to avoid confusion – often a matter of consistently applying Rule 3.

For most pearls would not be as important as a life-saving device.


For most, pearls would not be as important as a life-saving device.
Rule 9.  Grammar Gods’ most famous rule of punctuation:  Never use only one comma between a subject and its verb.

The Life Alert necklace although ugly and utilitarian, is a necessity for such little old ladies as Mrs. Wampler  (never use a comma in this position)

The Life Alert necklace, although ugly and utilitarian, is a necessity for such little old ladies as Mrs. Wampler. (yes)
Rule 10.  Use a comma between city and state.  Use a comma to set off a title.

Mrs. Wampler did not realize that pearls were not that important in Glade Spring, Virginia.
Lynne Wampler, Servant to the Grammar Gods, wanted everyone to think that she was royalty.
Rule 11.  Use a comma in long numbers; use a comma between a date and the year.


She had not been a member of royalty for nearly 2,308 days.  


The last day of her royal membership was about March 22, 2002.

Rule 12.  Use commas with caution. The biggest problem with commas is overuse.  A pause in reading is not the reliable reason to use a comma.  Do not us a comma unless a specific rule applies.
