TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD-  KEY QUOTATIONS

Words of Wisdom from Atticus

‘You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view…..until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.’

‘Shoot all the bluejays you want…..but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.’

‘This case, Tom Robinson’s case, is something that goes to the essence of a man’s conscience- Scout, I couldn’t go to church and worship God if I didn’t try to help that man.’

‘…before I can live with other folks I’ve got to live with myself.’

‘I wanted you to see what real courage is, instead of getting the idea that courage is a man with a gun in his hand. It’s when you know you’re licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what.’

‘A mob’s always made up of people….a gang of wild animals can be stopped, simply because they’re human.’

What do the above quotations tell us about Atticus? What morals does he have? What does he believe in? What sort of person is he?

How could you link these quotations into different questions that may be asked in the Junior Cert?

· Describe a character that impressed you.

· Describe a character that is central to the novel.

· Describe a relationship that you admired...

Themes
PREJUDICE is to pre-judge someone before you get to know them

- Strongest example = RACISM

- ‘I hope and I pray I can get Jem and Scout through it without bitterness, and most of all, without catching Maycomb’s usual disease.’

Atticus refers to racism as ‘Maycombs usual disease’
-Segragation was the law for

‘niggers’ or ‘darkies’
-white people believed they were inferior

‘Grandma says it’s bad enough lets you all run wild, but now he’s turned out a nigger-lover we’ll never be able to walk down the streets of Maycomb again. He’s ruinin’ the family, that’s what he’s doin’.’  (cousin Francis talking about Atticus)

 ‘Aunt Alexandra fitted the world of Maycomb like a hand into a glove, but never into the world of Jem and me.’

‘ Over here we don’t believe in persecuting anybody. Persecution comes from people who are prejudiced.’ (Miss Gates, teacher – referring to a discussion she is having with the children about Hitler and his persecution of the Jews. This emphasises the ignorance they have of similar prejudice they have towards the black community.)

The case of Tom Robinson is crucial to demonstrating the racism that existed in Maycomb at the time. He was presumed guilty before he was convicted. Thankfully Atticus gave him the chance of a trial. However, it was clear ‘he was licked’ before the trial even began. 

Atticus himself was called a ‘nigger lover’ and condemned by many Maycomb residents. Tom Robinson, was sentenced to prison after the trial but was killed while trying to escape. The fact that he was shot seventeen times shows the hatred felt towards him….purely because of his colour. 

Another form of Prejudice in the form of social class…this is demonstrated through 

-The opinion people had of the Ewells – they lived on relief cheques and lived outside of society where many people pretended they did not exist.

The Cunninghams- ‘The Cunninghams are country folks, farmers, and the crash hit them hardest.’  They represent the working class…we learn that Atticus is very kind by letting them pay for his services with produce rather than money, unlike many of the Maycomb residents who look down on them.

Boo Radley- the malevolent phantom’ is another example of prejudice. 
When Boo was a teenager he got involved with a gang. He spent his time causing trouble. The residents of Maycomb got fed up with this gang after they caused a car accident. Most of the boys were sent to an industrial school, while Boo was allowed to stay in Maycomb. His father made an agreement with the judge that he would keep him out of trouble. Therefore, no one has seen Boo in fifteen years. 

We see how the children have pre-judged Boo before they met him…judging him on stories they heard about him. When they finally meet them at the end…he is nothing like the ‘malevolent phantom’ they had imagined.
Aunt Alexandra shows the view of most of the people of Maycomb ‘Aunt Alexandra was of the opinion….that the longer a family had been squatting on a patch of land the finer it was.’ 

The Mockingbird Symbol 

This is a deeply meaningful symbol throughout the novel. It stands for innocence, especially innocence that is threatened or persecuted. Miss Maudie tells the children that mockingbirds ‘don’t do one thing but sing their hearts out for us.  That’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.’

By associating the mockingbird with song, we see how it brings beauty into out lives and should be appreciated.

This is a symbol that can be used when talking about many characters.

Tom Robinson & Boo Radley have both shown only kindness to others but both are mistreated by society.

Growing up/ coming of age

Importance of Role models

