AP Latin 2013-14 ~ Vergil and Caesar ~ Magistra Smock





website:  www.quia.com/pages/magistramurphy.html

email:  smocka@fultonschools.org

Overview:

AP Vergil/Caesar is a course in which students will review and explore new Latin grammatical concepts, literary devices, scansion and Roman oral and written expression through the translation and analysis of Vergil’s Aeneid and Caesar’s De bello Gallico.  Lessons will include the translation of the text from Latin into English as literally as possible as well as topics from Roman culture, politics, history, mythology and literature to help students understand the context of the Latin selections within the greater text as well as of each author’s life and work.  Student learning will be differentiated through a variety of experiences to encourage independent learning and to foster their critical and logical thinking skills.  Activities and assignments will vary in content, process and product according to student interest and learning styles.  Literal translation of approximately 830 lines of the Latin text of the Aeneid and 500 lines of Caesar’s De bello Gallico will be combined with the reading in translation of lines not assigned by the AP syllabus to ensure students understand the context of each passage as well as the meaning and significance of the text as a whole work of literature.  Teaching methods and topics covered are designed to meet all requirements designated in the AP Latin Course Description published by the College Board. 

Topics Covered/Teaching Strategies

At the end of the course students will be required to take the AP exam which will test their knowledge and abilities in the following areas:
· literal translation of Latin passages into correct English – both prepared and “sight” passages
· explication of words/phrases in context

· the historical/political/social/cultural context of Vergil’s Aeneid and Caesar’s De bello Gallico including the background and significance of the authors, their contemporaries and their works
· methods of expression, literary devices/figures of speech and metrical effects

· general themes and motifs in various selections of text 
· metrical structure and scansion, specifically dactylic hexameter
Throughout the course the following strategies will be used to assist/encourage student learning of the material:

· Thematic units designed to assist students in making connections between the text and the context in which they were written – themes to be covered include (but are not limited to):  war and empire, leadership, Roman values, literary genres and styles, the relationship between humans and the gods

· Review of vocabulary along with the introduction and study of new vocabulary reinforced by quizzes and translation exercises
· Grammar exercises focusing on identification of noun/verb forms, uses of participles and the subjunctive, subordinate clauses, agreement between subjects/verbs, nouns/adjectives and nouns/antecedents, the use of the historical present etc.  

· Scansion practice through written scansion of certain passages as well as oral readings of the text
· Review/study of literary devices and figures of speech through text analysis to include alliteration, anaphora, apostrophe, asyndeton, chiasmus, enjambment, hyperbaton, hyperbole, litotes, metaphor, metonymy, onomatopoeia, personification, polysyndeton, rhetorical questions, simile, synchesis, tmesis and others as they appear in the text
· Critical essays and writing exercises in which students will analyze, interpret and evaluate specific passages of the text as well as the overall context of Vergil’s Aeneid and Caesar’s De bello Gallico.  Students will work on citation and use of Latin passages to support their answers.  Peer- and self-grading exercises based on the AP grading rubrics will be employed to promote critical thinking and self-reflection.  Essay topics may come from previous AP exams or other sources.
· Frequent sight reading exercises from Vergil’s Aeneid, Caesar’s De bello Gallico other works by Vergil, Caesar and other Roman authors such as Catullus, Ovid, Cicero, Livy, Pliny, etc. 
· Prepared translations of the text in which the students accurately translate the passage and answer questions on grammar, figures of speech and any allusions in the passage
· Reading of the Aeneid and De bello Gallico in English prior to the study of the Latin text and periodic review of the English translation throughout the course combined with activities designed to ensure the student fully understands the Latin text within the context of each work as a whole.
· Daily discussion of prepared and sight passages to reinforce content and context

· Student-driven projects and teacher-led activities on the context of Vergil’s Aeneid and Caesar’s De bello Gallico covering topics in Roman history, mythology, culture and literature.
· Diagnotic and formative assessments to cover text translation, scansion, context and content.
Grading Policies:

Daily assignments, discussions, readings, exercises on grammar/culture/vocab, etc.  15%
Translation notebook/journal (to be checked periodically) 10%
Quizzes on the text/vocab/grammar/culture, essays on the passages, etc.  20%

Tests and projects 40%

Cumulative Final Exam 15%
Grading Scale:     
A  90-100
 
B 80-89    
C 70-79

F 69 and below
Alternative grade scale (used on homework assignments):


(+
100

(
85

(-
70

for work less than 70% complete – variable

Texts:  

Boyd, Barbara Weiden.  Vergil’s Aeneid.  Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc. 2012.
Boyd, Barbara Weiden and Katherine Bradley.  A Vergil Workbook.  Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.  2012.

Mueller, Hans-Friedrich.  Caesar:  Selections from his Commentarii De Bello Gallico.  Bolchazy-Carducci 

Publishers, Inc.  2012.

Williams, Rose and Debra L. Nousek.  A Caesar Workbook.  Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc.  2012.
Selections from the following:  


Mahoney, Anne.  Allen and Greenough’s New Latin Grammar.  Focus Publishing, 2001.

Wheelock, Frederic M. and Richard LaFleur.  Wheelock’s Latin.  Collins, 2005.
Additional supplementary texts and English translations of the Aeneid and De bello Gallico, sample critical essays, notes on history and grammar, etc. may be supplied to students from time to time. 

Materials Needed:

· a notebook, notebook paper and a writing utensil (preferably pen or mechanical pencil)

· colored pencils or markers (fine point) and a highlighter
· a personal copy of Edith Hamilton’s Mythology 

· a book cover (must be on the book by Friday, August 16th!)

· a “fine tip” expo marker

· a composition notebook (NOT a spiral or 3-ring binder!!!)

· $5 Medusa Mythology Exam registration (If you join Latin Club, this is included in your membership!)

· $5 National Latin Exam registration fee (If you join Latin Club, this is included in your membership!)
Class Schedule/Assignments/Requirements:
In every unit students will be responsible for the following assignments/assessments:


Daily classwork and homework completing the scansion, translation and interpretation of all lines of text

Scansion of poetry passages and oral recitation of poetry and prose passages with an emphasis on 

inflection and meaning

Activities/lessons on themes, text analysis, rhetorical figures of speech, vocabulary and grammar

Sight translations of passages from Caesar, Vergil and/or other Roman authors in poetry and prose
Written essays in which the student is required to analyze a section of the text citing specific Latin words/phrases as evidentiary support for their answers 

Quizzes over scansion/meter, translation (sight and/or prepared), vocabulary and Latin grammar

Activities and assignments related to the author, historical and political references, social and cultural themes/issues and mythology found in the text

Review of the English translation of sections occurring between blocks of Latin text to provide context and to be able to evaluate/analyze the work as a whole
Projects (both group and individual)
Unit Tests (to include multiple choice questions, text translation and free response/essay questions)
Nota Bene:  Units refer specifically to the Latin text covered.   In addition to the Latin text assigned in each section, English translations of the interceding passages in each book will also be covered to provide context and the ability to view both the Aeneid and De bello Gallico as a whole for interpretation and analysis.

First Semester

Week One:

Discussions/activities on summer reading (De bello Gallico in translation)

Introduction to the De bello Gallico text – background information on Caesar and the Gallic Wars


introductory projects

De bello Gallico Book 1:  Chapter 1
Week Two:


De bello Gallico Book 1:  Chapters 2-3
Week Three:


De bello Gallico Book 1:  Chapters 4-5
Week Four:


De bello Gallico Book 1:  Chapters 6-7

Review Book 1 


Book 1 TEST

Week Five:


De bello Gallico Book 4:  Chapters 24-26
Week Six:


De bello Gallico Book 4:  Chapters 27-30
Week Seven:


De bello Gallico Book 4:  Chapters 31-34
Week Eight:


De bello Gallico Book 4:  Chapter 35 and the first sentence of 36

action video project
Week Nine:


Review Book 4


Book 4 TEST

De bello Gallico Book 5:  Chapters 24-29

Week Ten:


De bello Gallico Book 5:  Chapters 30-35
Week Eleven:


De bello Gallico Book 5:  Chapters 36-41
Week Twelve:


De bello Gallico Book 5:  Chapters 42-44
Week Thirteen:


De bello Gallico Book 5:  Chapters 45-48
Week Fourteen:


Review Book 5

Book 5 TEST


De bello Gallico Book 6:  Chapters 13-14

Week Fifteen:


De bello Gallico Book 6:  Chapters 15-16
Week Sixteen:


De bello Gallico Book 6:  Chapters 17-18
Week Seventeen:


De bello Gallico Book 6:  Chapters 19-20

Review Book 6


Book 6 TEST

Week Eighteen:


Caesar vs. Cicero project

Semester Final Exam on De bello Gallico Books 1, 4, 5 and 6 (Latin text and required English passages)
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Second Semester

Week One:


Reading of the Aeneid in translation

Introduction to the Aeneid, the Augustan Age, etc.


Aeneid soundtrack project
Week Two:


Aeneid Book 1:1-60, 121-181
Week Three:


Aeneid Book 1:182-209, 418-440
Week Four:


Aeneid Book 1:494-578


Review Book 1


Book 1 TEST
Week Five:


gods and heroes project


Aeneid Book 2:40-56, 201-249

Week Six:


Aeneid Book 2: 268-297, 559-589
Week Seven:


Aeneid Book 2:590-620

Review Book 2


Book 2 TEST

Week Eight:


Aeneid Book 4:160-218
Week Nine:


Aeneid Book 4:259-361
Week Ten:


Aeneid Book 4:659-705
Week Eleven:


Review Book 4

Book 4 TEST


Aeneid Book 6:295-332

Week Twelve:


Aeneid Book 6:384-425, 450-476
Week Thirteen:


Aeneid Book 6:847-899
Week Fourteen:


Review Book 6

Book 6 TEST


underworld project
Week Fifteen:


Caesar review activities
Week Sixteen:


practice exams/essays/review
Week Seventeen:


AP Exam Week (review when in class)
Week Eighteen:


Semester Final Exam on the Aeneid Books 1-6 (Latin text and required English passages)
