Latin I (2013-2014) ~ Mrs. Alison Smock




website:  www.quia.com/pages/magistramurphy.html

email:  smocka@fultonschools.org
Class Description:

This course introduces students to the Latin language, culture, and history through the storyline of the adventures of the well-known Pompeiian banker Lucius Caecilius Iucundus and his family.  Many real life stories of Pompeiian citizens have been included in order to bring to life the culture and society of the ancient Romans. Students follow Quintus Caecilius Iucundus as he travels through Roman Britain and Alexandria, Egypt. Along the way Quintus has many encounters with such historical figures as Gaius Salvius Liberalis and Cogidubnus, King of the Regnenses. Emphasis is also given to English derivatives from the Latin vocabulary to enhance word skills and vocabulary building. Student learning will be differentiated through a variety of experiences.  Activities and assignments will vary in content, process and product according to student interest, ability and learning styles.  
Prerequisites and Promotion Policy:

There are no prerequisites for Latin I.  Any student who successfully completes Latin I will be allowed to continue in the Latin program and will be promoted to Latin II or II Honors (superior performance in Latin I and teacher recommendation required for Honors distinction).

Materials Needed:

· a notebook with pockets, notebook paper and a writing utensil (preferably pen or mechanical pencil)

· textbooks:  Cambridge Latin Course, Units 1 and 2 (provided, replacement cost $28.95 each)
· a book cover (the small, stretchy kind works best - must be on the book by August 16th!)
· colored pencils 
· box of Kleenex (or other brand tissues)
· a “fine tip” expo (dry erase) marker
Class Assignments/Requirements and Grading Policy:
Class assignments and grade percentages:

Major assignments (tests and projects):  50%
Minor assignments (quizzes, in-class activities, written assignments, etc.):  25%

Homework:  10%

Cumulative Final Exam 15%

Grade Scale:
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Extra credit, recovery, extra help, cheating, late work and make-up work policies:  
· There will be no “extra credit.”  Please do not ask for any.  Your grade will reflect your knowledge and mastery of the material, not your ability to do extra assignments for “fluff” or “bonus” points.  The only exception to this rule will be made when a student qualifies for recovery, based on the following county policy:
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.  Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.  Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.
· Tips for success:

· Use the online study tools and information to enhance your learning in class

· Keep your class calendar with you to keep up with assignments

· Continue to review vocabulary and derivatives from the previous chapters

· Take advantage of extra help sessions and peer tutoring

· Extra help will be offered on a weekly basis either before or after school.  Specific dates and times will be posted in the room and on the website.
· Cheating is a MAJOR offense.  Unless specifically stated in the instructions of an assignment students are never to “work together.”   Students must complete all work (whether homework, classwork, quiz, project, test, etc.) individually, on their own, in their own words, without stealing anyone else’s ideas/answers.   Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to copying or attempting to copy the work of others, printing work and submitting it for another student, printing the work of another and submitting it as one's own, submittal of second party and/or internet work as one's own, etc.  In the event that this occurs or is suspected to have occurred, the student can expect the following consequences:  parents of all students involved will be contacted and the student(s) will receive a grade of zero for the assignment and an administrative referral.  Subsequent violations will result in more serious consequences.
· NO late work will be accepted on any assignment for any reason.  All assignments will be turned in at the beginning of class on the day the assignment is due.  Any work not turned in at that time will receive a grade of “zero” – no questions asked, no exceptions.  If you are absent, then the late work policy is waived in accordance with the make-up work policy below:  
All make-up work will be due upon the student's return to class (if absent on the day an assignment is due) or within the number of days the student has been absent (if they missed the day an assignment was given).  Please remember to check your class calendar whenever you are absent to find out what you have missed.
In other words, if you are HERE, your work should be here too.  If you are ABSENT, then your work is expected to be here when you return.
Class Expectations:
· Honesty, respect and consideration towards everyone.  

· Punctuality.  Attendance will be checked at the beginning of every class – be on time!

· Respect for the classroom.  NO gum, food or drink allowed (except bottled water).  

· Preparation.  Have your materials ready when the bell rings.

· Silent ringers.  Turn your cell phones OFF.  
· First offense:  teacher warning

· Second offense:  collection of phone by teacher/student detention

· Third and subsequent offenses:  referral to administration

· iPods are put away and turned off.  Having them at school is a privilege NOT a right and you may only use them in class at times designated by the teacher.
· Any problems which may arise will be handled according to the situation.
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An environment of learning, laughter and lots of LATIN!

[image: image2.png]3 Quintus est filius




