Book VI Reading Questions
1. Who built the beautiful temple that mesmerizes the Trojans at Cumae?  What might be the significance of the insertion of this ecphrasis here?

2. How does the Sibyl change when Apollo possesses her?

3. What item must Aeneas acquire before he can journey into the Underworld?  Why does its acquisition mean that Aeneas has permission to go into Hades?

4. What other task must Aeneas accomplish before he can journey below?

5. What action caused Misenus, the Trojan herald, to be killed?

6. What animals show Aeneas the way to the Golden Bough?  Which goddess are these animals a sign for?

7. What must happen to a dead person’s body before Charon will ferry the soul across the river Styx?  (One of two things)
8. What was Palinurus’ fate?  When will he finally be able to cross the Styx?

9. As Vergil does earlier, Charon recalls other heroes who have come down to the Underworld and gone back to the land of the living.  Why do you think Vergil includes these references?

10. How does the Sibyl subdue Cerberus?

11. Analyze the encounter between Dido and Aeneas.  Do you think Aeneas is sincere in what he says to her?  What do you think Dido’s reaction means, and why do you suppose Vergil has her react this way?

12. What happened to Deiphobus?
13. What type of souls does Rhadamanthus rule over in Hades?

14. What was Anchises watching when Aeneas found him in the Blessed Groves?

15. Describe the process souls must go through to be ready for another earthly life:

16. Name the accomplishment that Augustus Caesar will achieve, according to Anchises:

17. The Gracchi, the Scipios, and the Fabii – what are they famous for??
18. Why do you think Vergil makes such a big deal of Marcellus?  He was a favorite of Augustus, but what else might his inclusion symbolize?

19. Why do you think Aeneas leaves the Underworld by the Ivory Gate?

