AP UNITED STATES HISTORY – SYLLABUS

COURSE OVERVIEW:
The Advanced Placement program in United States History 

is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the in-depth study of American history.  The course prepares students for intermediate college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college survey classes.  The focus of the class is on the development of the American republic from the period of European exploration and discovery to the present and focuses on the required themes in the AP Course Description.  Emphasis is placed on consistent improvement in writing DBQ’s and free response questions.

TEXTBOOK:


Kennedy, David M. et al. The American Pageant, Fifteenth Edition, 2013.
SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS, TEST PREPARATION MATERIALS, OUTSIDE READINGS:


Kennedy, David M. et al. The American Spirit, Volume I and II, Eleventh Edition, 2006.


Piehl, Mel, Kennedy, et al. The American Pageant Resource Guide. Fifteenth Edition.


Proctor, Alan, AP U.S. History Multiple Choice and Free Response Questions with DBQ,

           

Fourth Edition.  

Bennett, Jean Hofheimer, Meltzer, Tom, Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam The 



Princeton Review, 2012.

Required articles from American Heritage, American History Review, Smitonsian.


Variety of Outside Reading Materials: primary sources, maps, political cartoons,



Documentary clips, character sketches.

STUDENT EVALUATION:


Tests (multiple choice and essay)


Take home essays


Practice DBQs


Analysis of primary source readings


Summer reading and reaction assignment (s)

MAJOR THEMES OF THE COURSE:

1. National Identity and Citizenship

2. Political Change and Continuity

3. Pluralism and Group Identity

4. America on a World Stage

5. Free Markets and Economic Transformation

TIMEFRAME FOR A STANDARD SCHEDULE:

TWO WEEKS -
Age of Exploration, Establishment of English Colonies, Colonial

August


Life, French and Indian War (An analysis of the social and cultural 




developments in early American history)

FOUR WEEKS -
American Revolution, Confederation, U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights

September

Provides an understanding of the early struggles to “earn” nation status




and, establish the concept of group identification.
THREE WEEKS - 
The New Republic, Jeffersonian Democracy, War of 1812, Era of

October


Good Feelings (Continuation of the struggle – internally, as well as 




externally. First study of American international diplomacy)

FOUR WEEKS - 
Age of Jackson, Social/Political Changes, Reforms, Issues/Causes

November

leading up to the Civil War




A study of the cultural, economic, and political developments during




first half of 19th century

TWO WEEKS - 
The Civil War and Reconstruction

December

First Semester Exam

FOUR WEEKS - 
Westward Expansion, Industrialization, Urbanization, Immigration,

January


Gilded Age, Populism

THREE WEEKS - 
Imperialism and World War I, Progressivism

February



THREE WEEKS - 
1920s, Depression, New Deal, Isolationism

March (1st 2 wks)



FIVE WEEKS - 
 World War II, Cold War, 1960 through present

April

ONE WEEK - 
AP EXAM REVIEW

May

COMPOSITE (DAILY) ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE (Appropriate textbook readings

  that accompany daily topics)

Day 1
    Introduction to AP U.S. / Class Contracts.  Discuss required (autobiography or biography) summer reading assignment, and take up.  Kennedy, p. 2-24.

Day 2 
    Ch. 1 New World Beginnings. 

Day 3
    Take home reading Test (using guide books)

Day 4-5   Ch. 2 English Colonies   Kennedy, p. 25-65, outside required reading – 



The Mayflower Compact/Fundamental Orders of Conn. Contrast 2 documents.

Day 6       Compare and contrast selected colonies

Day 8       MC Test Chapters 2 and 3 with take home free response question that emphasizes 



the synthesis of the colonies

Day 9       Chs. 4 and 5 Introduction to African Slavery, Kennedy,  p.70-76.Students will analyze     

a slave narrative vs. a Gullah Tale and also contrast Equiano’s writing to movie excerpt from Amazing Grace. Assignment examines film in history.

Day 10     Impact of the Enlightenment on the Colonies, Benjamin Franklin

Day 11     Great Awakening, Kennedy p. 94-98.

Day 12-13  Ch. 6 French and Indian War, Kennedy, p.106-121, Mercantilism (Defend or refute 



this practice), p. 122-125       

Day 14      MC Test Chapters 4, 5, 6 Take home DBQ (Students provided with directions)

Day 1-3     Causes of the Revolutionary War (Major Events Outlined), Kennedy, p. 124-135.

Day 4         Selected Battles, strengths and weaknesses, Kennedy, p. 135-139.

Day 5         Declaration of Independence (Analysis of document, background, different



Reactions)

Day 6         Outcome of the Revolutionary War, 2nd Treaty of Paris, Kennedy, p. 141-162.

Day 7
       MC Test Chapters 7 and 8 with free response question (s) Causes of the war 



addressed from point of view of British citizen residing in Manchester, England.

Day 9 
        Ch. 9, Provides understanding and appreciation of the development of U.S. political 



institutions.  Articles of Confederation, Kennedy, p. 164-177                   



** Introduce organizing principles for review**



** Keep political science notebook for reference**

Day 10-11     Constitutional Convention, Kennedy, p. 177-182



Establish the setting, delegates/background from Va.



Va. Declaration of Rights



Great Compromise, Three-Fifths Compromise

Day 13           Adoption, Ratification, Celebration, Kennedy, p. 182-189

Day 14           Examining documents – Reaction paper to Federalist #10 (Assignment)

Day 15
           Questions/Discussion pertaining to Assignment

Day16-18       Body of Constitution, Bill of Rights, Va. Statute for Religious Freedom

   

Selected implications for today

Day 19            Catch Up Day

Day 20            MC Test on Ch. 9, Constitution, Bill of Rights with Free Response Question

Day 1              Ch.10, Washington’s Administration, Kennedy, p. 190-201

Day 2-4           Class Debate Assignment – First two political parties (Federalist vs. Anti-




Federalist with students assigned specific geographical regions and 




economic positions to defend.  Must show evidence of appropriate




research.

Day 5              Adams Presidency, Kennedy, p. 202-210

Day 6-7  
1800 Political Revolution, Ch. 11, p.211-228, Kennedy

Day 8-10
Jeffersonian Democracy, Expansion, Foreign Policy




**Lewis and Clark Journal entry**

Day 11

Madison and the War of 1812, p. 228-238, Kennedy

Day 12

Test Chapters 10, 11, 12

Day 13-14
Era of Good Feelings (Defend or refute after evidence is presented)




Missouri Compromise, Monroe Doctrine, American System,




Marshall’s Court, Ch. 12, p. 240-255 Students will understand 




the role of diversity in American culture and various 




immigration patterns.

Day 15

Guidebook Test, Free Response Question (s)

Day 1

Brief  biography on Jackson, Introduction to Jacksonian Democracy



and emergence of the second party system

Day 2

Election of 1824, 1828, Ch.13, p. 256-261, Kennedy

Day 3

Jackson as President, Nullification, p. 263-265, Bank War, p. 268-272



Analysis of the evolving role of tariffs in U.S. economy

Day 4

Native American Policies, Indian Removal Act, p. 265-268

Day 5-6
Social Reform Movements and Reformers,  Role of Religion

Ch. 14, p. 290-318, Ch. 15, p. 320-345

Day 8

MC Test with take home free response question   Chapters 13, 14, 15

Day 9 

Introduction to Manifest Destiny, Analyze… what were the driving forces?




Ch. 13, p276-280, Ch. 17, p. 370-388, Kennedy

Day 10

Territorial acquisitions, pluralism, presidential elections through 1860

Day 11-12
Alamo, Mexican War

Day 13

MC Test – Manifest Destiny

Day 15-18
Issues, events that characterized the volatile 1850s, Ch. 16 (review))




Ch. 18, p. 390-408, Ch. 19, p. 409-430

Day 19

MC Test Chapters 18, 19

Day 20

In class practice DBQ  (1850s)

Day 1-2
Major statistics leading into the Civil War, Ch. 20, p. 434-450

Day 3-4
Civil War, Ch. 21, p. 451-474 Social, Economic, Cultural implications




Required readings from Bruce Catton, journal/diary entries

Day 5-6
 Reconstruction, Ch. 22, p. 477-497 Emphasis on political change and 




continuity (or lack there of). Students will engage in a study 




comparing perspectives of Charles Beard and Henry Adams. 

Day 7

 MC/Essay Test on Chapters 20, 21, 22

Day 8-9
Review for exam (Optional after school review)

Day 10

First Semester Exam GOOD LUCK!

Day 1

Compromise of 1877, Background Implications 




Ch. 23, p. 508-511, Kennedy

Day 2

Political Trends of the 1880s and 1890s, Gilded Age, Ch. 23, p.514-521

Day 3-4
Second Industrial Revolution, Major Inventions, Ch. 24, p. 528

Day 5

The Growth of the Railroad (the good, the bad, the ugly)




Ch. 14, p. 313-314 (review), Ch. 24, p. 528-536

Day 6-8
Westward Expansion, Ch. 26, p. 590-610




Farmer, Cattleman, or Miner  (Students complete journal entries




during this unit to gain personal insight into these 3 vocations and




must be prepared to present an accurate defense for each to class.)




The Native American and the Dawes Act

Day 9-10
Fall-out from Industrialization, Urbanization, Immigration,




Break down of the family, strikes, violence, labor unions,




Lock outs, Socialist Movement.




Ch. 24, p. 547-556, Ch. 25, p. 557-572

Day 11-13
History of Women’s Rights Movement through 19th Amendment



Outside readings which include selections from The Southern Lady: 




From Pedestal to Politics, 1830-1930 by Anne Firor Scott.

 Students will connect the + and -  to women becoming a part of 



industrial work force.  Ch. 15, p. 330-332 (background), Ch. 25, p. 582-86

Day 14-15
Populist Movement and Politics of the 1890s




Ch. 23, p. 521-526, Ch. 26, p. 611-614

Day 16

In class practice DBQ

Day 17

Discuss DBQ  Analyze other DBQs

Day 18

Catch Up Day

Day 19 
Review for Test  DBQ Rewrite Practice

Day 20

MC Test Chapters 23, 24, 25, 26 with Free Response Question

Day 1

Hand out on Progressivism (Independent Study Unit)



Students will select from a variety of primary/secondary sources to 



research including Sinclair’s The Jungle and the Meat Inspection Act 1906.

Day 2

The “New” Imperialism  - Welcome to the world stage

Introduction with map activity

Day 3-4
Spanish American War, Ch. 27, p. 623-643, Kennedy

Day 5

Election of 1900, Hawaii Acquisition, Open Door Policy (Boxer Rebellion)




Ch. 28, p. 646-661

Day 6

Panama Canal (Reference David McCullough’s Pathway Between the Seas)

Day 7

Free Response Question in class

Day 8

T. Roosevelt and Roosevelt Corollary, appropriate foreign policy issues




and events. Review Chapters 27 and 28. Students will analyze




diplomacy background.

Day 9

Review T. Roosevelt and Progressivism, Election of 1912 –




Ch. 29, p. 664-686, Ch. 30, p.687-689

Day 10

World War I (Background and Causes) Ch. 30, p.694-703 Required 




Reading excerpts from Tuchman’s Guns of August, excerpt 




From Gandhi on non-violence (1919)

Day 11-12
World War I, Home front, Ch. 31, p. 705-714

Day 13

World War I, 1917, Armistice, Treaty of Versailles, Fourteen Points




Ch.31, p 715-726

Day 14

Review

Day 15

MC Test Chapters 27, 28, 30, 31 



Free Response Question – Students will analyze how Articles 43, 119, 198, 




and 428  of  the Treaty of Versailles  could be re-written as

            preventive measures to war. 

Day 1-2
Politics of the 1920s, Ch.33, p. 753-772, Kennedy

Day 3-5
Postwar Society, Isolationism, Fear of Change, Reactionary Society

Day 6

Changing Values, Ch. 32, p.730-752

Day 7

Foreign Policy during 1920s, Ch. 32 p. 728-730, Ch. 33, p. 762-763

Day 8-9

Components of the Great Depression, Discuss who/what was at fault?




Could it happen again? Compare to 1980s. Student led class… 

 Ch. 33, p. 767-774

Day 10

FDR (biographical sketch), Introduction to the New Deal

Day 11-13
Specific Programs of the New Deal, Ch. 34, p. 780-804

Day 14

Criticism of New Deal  (Students in small groups will analyze evidence and 





valid criticism of the New Deal and design an alternate plan.) 

Day 15

Take home Essay Test, Chapters 32, 33, 34

Day 1

Foreign Policy Issues of the 1930s/Impact of the New Deal/Causes of




World War II, Ch. 35, p. 806-825, Kennedy



Moving from isolationism to Center World Stage  




Pearl Harbor (Students are introduced to traditional and

 revisionist  theories and must research these and then analyze the  evidence in written form defending and/or refuting theories.

Day 2-3
World War II – Domestic Situations, Ch.36, p. 827-838

Day 4-5
Allied Military Strategy, 1944, 1945, Atomic Bomb




Ch.36, p. 838-854

Day 6

Test Chapters 35, 36

Day 7

The Cold War – Introduction, The Immediate Aftermath of WWII




Ch. 37, p. 867-881

Day 8-9
Truman Foreign Policy – Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, NATO, 




Israel, Korean War, Ch. 37, p. 883-885  The changing role of 




U.S. in world affairs will continue to be the focus for this unit.

Day 10

Truman Domestic Policy, Ch. 37, p. 858-867

Day 11-12
Eisenhower domestic Policy and Social Change, Ch. 38, p. 890-898,




p. 908-915

Day 13

Eisenhower Foreign Policy, Ch. 38, p. 889-890, 899-904

Day 14

Review for Test  -  DBQ in class (extra time) and provide opportunity





       for rewrite practice.

Day 15

Multiple Choice/Essay Test Chapters 37, 38

Day 16
-17
The Cold War under Kennedy and Johnson – Vietnam War, Bay of Pigs,




Cuban Missile Crisis, Ch. 39, p. 920-923, 934-939

Day 18-19
Nixon Foreign Policy, Ch. 40, p.948-951, 957-959, 962-963 

Day 20

Social Trends of Sixties and Seventies, Ch. 39, p. 929-934, 941-943, 




Ch. 40, p. 963-967 Continuation of economic trends, which include




The Great Society, Medicare, Medicaid, and impact of OPEC.

Day 21

Administrations of Ford and Carter, Watergate Background,




Ch. 40, p. 955-957, 959-962, Ch. 40, p. 967-975

Day 22

Reagan Administration, Ch.41, p. 976-990

Day 23

Take Home Test Chapters 39, 40, 41

Day 24

Reflection Day

Day 25

Post-Reagan Summation (To be continued after AP Exam)

Day 1

AP Exam Review DBQ Practice

Day 2

Multiple Choice Test (Comprehensive)

Day 3

Test taking strategies, Charts, Cartoons, Graphs, Maps, 




Presidents/Amendments Review Quiz




PRESENTED THROUGHOUT THE COURSE
Day 4

DBQ Review, EMPOWERMENT DAY

Day 5 

AP United States History Exam

Day 1-?
Epilogue – Continue discussion of Post-Reagan Era



Class Activities, Assignments, Preparation for final exam

Last Day
Final Exam

