 II.  Ch 2 Lesson 2 :  How Can People Conserve Resources?

A. The Three Rs:  Reduce, Reuse and Recycle
1. saving natural resources is conservation

2. Conservation- is preserving or protecting natural resources.

a. reduce- cut down on the amount used

1.) electricity, water

3. Reuse – use items again

a. plastic containers

b. use items for new purposes

4. Recycle- items are changed into a form that can be used again

a. aluminum, glass and paper

B. Soil Conservation

1. need to conserve soil

2. Ways of conserving soil

a. use wind breaks, such as rows of trees

b. contour planting (planting that slopes to prevent erosion)

c. strip cropping – planting grass or clover between rows of crops

3. conserving soil on slopes

a. terracing – (looks like steps) building up soil to form level places to prevent water eroding the soil

4. Crop rotation
a. is the changing of planted crops from year to year to avoid using fertilizer

b. example- planting corn uses a lot of nitrogen, then plant alfalfa to put nitrogen back in

5. Intercropping- plant different crops near each other to stop spread of insects
C. Water Conservation

1. more people are using water

2. Farmers using new methods to conserve water

a. drip irrigation- slowly drip water into the ground

3. Homeowners conserve water

a. Xeriscape- plant native grasses and flowers and plants that don’t require much water

b. Take shorter showers

c. Do not leave faucets running

