Semester 4—Old Testament Final
Question 1

Concerning the Introduction to the Separate Kingdom, be familiar with:

Chronologically, 2 Samuel parallels 1 Chronicles while 1-2 Kings parallel 2 Chronicles.

Comparison of Kings and Chronicles:

Kings
· Written by Jeremiah

· Written early in the Captivity

· Emphasis on Promised Judgement

· Written to Captives

· To Encourage Repentance

· Emphasis on Prophets and Kings

· Explains God’s reasons for allowing captivity
Chronicles
· Written by Ezra

· Written after the Return

· Emphasis on Promised Blessings

· Written for Returnees

· To Encourage Rebuilding

· Emphasis on Priests and Temple

· Explains God’s Faithfulness in allowing Restoration

An Overview of the two Kingdoms of Israel and Judah:

Northern Kingdom

· 10 Tribes in rebellion against the house of David.

· Called Israel

· Captial – Samartian

· First King – Jeroboam

· No revivals and all 19 rulers were Ungodly

· Carried Captive by Assyria


Southern Kingdom

· 2 Tribes loyal to the house of David

· Called Judah

· Capital – Jerusalem

· First King – Rehoboam

· Multiple revivals and 8 Rulers were Godly

· Carried Captive by Babylon

Know:

Kingdoms began in 931 BC


Israel fell to Assyria in 721 BC


Judah fell to Babylon in three invasions from 606 BC to 586 BC

Question 2
Concerning the Kings of Israel and Judah, be able to match the following kings with their descriptions form the Abbreviated Summary of the Kings:
Rulers of the Northern Kingdom of Israel:

· Jeroboam – Cabinet member of Solomon, led the revolt that divided the kingdom, his false altar & golden calf religion caused his kingdom to sin.

· Ahab – Married Jezebel.  Defeated Syria twice, but then slain in battle with them.  Denounced by Elijah (for Baal worship) & Macaiah, who predicted his death.  Tricked godly king Jehoshaphat of Judah into a two-fold compromise, a matrimonial & military alliance.

· Jehu – Anointed by Elisha to execute Ahab’s Dynasty, famous for chariot riding and executed Jehoram & southern king Ahaziah, Jezebel & the priest of Baal.
· Hoshea – Became Vassal of Assyrian king, then rebelled with Egypt & was imprisoned.  

Rulers of the Southern Kingdom of Judah:
· Rehoboam – Son of Solomon who caused the civil war.  

· Jehoshaphat – Second righteous King of Judah, instituted a nationwide Bible education program.  Compromised with Ahab and his 2 sons.

· Athaliah – Daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, Mother of slain Ahaziah, and widow of Joram.  At her son’s (Ahaziah’s) death, she slaughtered all his children, except one, Joash, who was hidden.  She was executed by Jehoiada the priest.

· Joash – Surviving heir of all his slain brothers, began to rule at age 7, lived for God under the direction of Jehoiada the priest, but became a cruel leader after his death, even sanctioning the stoning of the High Priest Zechariah who called for national repentance.  Was executed by his own palace guard.

· Uzziah – A good ruler, mighty warrior, & great builder, but intruded into priesthood, punished with leprosy.

· Hezekiah – Second best king of South, helped organize a great Passover, Psalms & Proverbs.  Saw death angel defeat Assyrians surrounding Jerusalem, given 15 extra years to live in answer to prayer.

· Manasseh – Longest ruling & worst of all kings.  Saved before his death.

· Josiah – Best king since David and last good king, slain in battle with Egypt.  Rediscovered the books of Moses and led the nation in a great revival.  

· Jehoiakim – Judah’s 3rd worse king, experienced 1st of 3 invasions by Babylon.  Persecuted Jeremiah, burned portions of Bible, received burial of a donkey.

· Zedekiah – Persecuted Jeremiah, rebelled against Babylon, blinded & taken to Babylon.  

Question  3
Know who the following are:

Micaiah – prophet who Ahab hated and jailed because he always prophesied evil concerning him.

Jehoiada – High priest who hid, appointed, and mentored young king Joash & executed Queen Athaliah.  

Sennacherib – Assyrian who attacked Jerusalem, mocked God, saw 185,000 troops slain by God, and was murdered by his sons.

Nebuchadnezzar – Babylonian king who conquered Jerusalem.

Gehazai – Faithless servant of Elisha who lied to gain reward from Naaman and was struck with leprosy.

Naaman – Syrian general who was healed of leprosy after 7 dips in Jordan.

Naboth – innocent vineyard owner murdered by Ahab.

Question 4
Concerning the Introduction to the Prophets of Israel, be familiar with:

The primary ministry of the prophets was to call the people back to God in repentance by denouncing sin and calling the people to righteousness.
· Their ministry of predicting the future was subservient to this greater purpose.

· Predictive prophecy served to:

· Confirm their authority as the true spokesmen of God.  Their miracles likewise served this purpose.

· Call their nation back to God by warning of coming judgments.

· Challenge their people to righteousness through great promises of God’s future blessing (ie. Through the Messianic and Millennial blessings).

The confirmation:  There were four tests of a true or false prophet.

1. Do they ever make even one false prophecy?  

2. Do they ever turn people from the true God or to false gods?

3. Do they use instruments of divination (crystal balls, tea leaves, palms, stars, omens, etc.)?

4. Do they contradict the Bible or earlier clear revelations of God?  

Question 5
Concerning these events from the lives of Elijah and Elisha, know which events go with which prophet (& who came first):

Elijah:  

· Announced 3-1/2 year drought
· Was fed by ravens
· Fed a starving widow whose meal barrel and oil never failed
· Faced the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel
· Called down fire to consume 50 soldiers 
· Rode to heaven in a fiery chariot
Elisha:

· Created oil in empty vessels

· Saw she-bears kill 42 mockers

· Showed his servant an angelic army of chariots 

· Blinded the Syrian army

· Raised a dead man who touched his bones

Question 6
Be familiar with how to deal with depression:

The How of Dealing with Depression (from Elijah’s example):

· Recognize God must be part of your solution from the first – Elijah headed straight from the Mountain of Baal to the Mountain of God.

· Deal with Physical and Fatigue factors at the start – God caused Elijah to eat and sleep before the first word of counsel.

· Seek Spiritual (and Scriptural) counsel.

· Spend time in the presence of God in honest prayer and listening to His Word.  

· Get busy – stay active even when you don’t feel like it.

· Find God’s purpose for your life and fulfill it.

· Recognize that you are not alone.

· Get back around other people and develop good relationships.

Question 7

Concerning the Introduction to Obadiah, be familiar with:

Subtitle:  “The Family Feud”

Main Content:  This book is a tale of two brothers.

· It is a story of two very opposite twins who grew into two very opposite nations.  It tells of a family feud which continued for almost two thousand years.  It is a rivalry which began with the struggle of two infants in a womb and ended with the sending of many infants to a tomb.  The story ends with the judgment of one of those brothers and the exaltation of the other.

· The two brothers are Jacob and Esau.  The two nations are Israel and Edom.

· The central message of Obadiah is the judgment of Edom.  Edom’s doom is foretold in more Old Testament books than any other foreign nation.  

Theme:  The vindication of Israel against Edom.

Date:  Shortly after 850 BC.

· Obadiah is the Earliest of the “Writing Prophets”.

Destination:  Edom

· This nation was comprised of the descendants of Esau, the twin brother of Jacob (twin sons of Isaac).

· The animosity grew as the birthright and the blessing were stolen by Jacob.  The name Edom, which means red came from this first incident as the birthright was traded for red stew.  Esau also had a reddish appearance at birth and his people settled in the red sandstone area southeast of Israel, called Seir.

· Eight centuries after Obadiah, this rivalry culminated with an Edomite/Idumean King named Herod the Great being placed on the throne of Israel by Rome.  Herod then ordered a slaughter of Jewish infants in an attempt to kill Jesus, the Jewish Messiah.  

· The last act of these two brother together, strangely enough, was to fight and die side by side against Rome in AD 70.  The two nations fell together and while Israel survived, Edom disappeared from the pages of history at this point.  

Importance and Distinctives:

· Obadiah is the shortest Old Testament book (four in the New Testament are shorter).

· As noted, it is the earliest of the Books of the Prophets.

· It is the first book to introduce the prophetic theme of “the day of the Lord”, a reference to the time of judgment primarily during the coming Great Tribulation.

Be familiar with Edom’s capital, Petra:

The cause of Judgment – Their pride.


The cause of their pride – “…Thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high…Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars…”  These words refer to their impregnable Red Rock city of Petra and their mountainous cities throughout Seir.  Petra is the most militarily defensible spot on Earth.  It can only be reached by one ravine, so narrow at places that only a single horse and rider can pass through.  Its cliffs reach to heights of 2,000 feet.  Its buildings are carved out of the solid rock cliffs and extend to such great heights as to make any ground attack impossible.  


Your allies in which you pride yourself will be the very ones who will destroy you.  God predicted that these very allies “that eat thy bread” would destroy them.  This was fulfilled when the Nabateans were invited inside Petra for a banquet.  Once inside, they murdered their hosts, plundered and conquered the city.  

Be familiar with the Day of the LORD in Obadiah:  

To Picture the Judgment of all nations for their Sins against Israel and God, Edom would reap exactly what they sowed and would serve as a picture of the judgment of all nations at “the day of the LORD”.  This major prophetic theme is first introduced by Obadiah.  It is then developed by Joel and throughout the Old and New Testaments.  “The Day of the LORD” refers prophetically to the time of God’s Judgment of the Nations during the Great Tribulation and at the dreaded Battle of Armageddon, as well as to His establishment of His Millennial Kingdom after this event.  

Be familiar with the Applications:

1. God always judges pride.

2. God judges grudges.

3. Self-security always brings insecurity.

4. Never rejoice over or take advantage of the misfortunes of others.

5. “…Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

6. God judges those who mistreat His people.  

Question 8

Concerning the Introduction to Joel, be familiar with:

Subtitles:  “Locusts and Last Days”  and  “The Prophet of the Day of the Lord”.

Main Content:  During Joel’s Ministry, Judah was struck by a horrible locust plague.  Joel uses the memory of what this plague was like to describe how terrible and how much worse God’s coming judgments were to be if Judah did not repent.  He compared the invading locusts to future invading armies.  

Key Word:  The Day of the Lord.

Purpose:  To call Judah to repentance by warning them of the Judgment of the Coming Day of the Lord.

Importance and Distinctives:  While Obadiah was the first to mention, Joel was the first to develop the prophetic theme of “the Day of the LORD”.  

· The Day of the Lord refers prophetically to the time of God’s Judgment of the Nations during the Great Tribulation and at the Battle of Armageddon, as well as to His establishment of His Millennial Kingdom after this event.

· Generally, the Day of the Lord may refer to several past judgments of God on nations which prefigure the coming judgment, but specifically, it refers to the future judgment of God on the world.

· Joel is known as the Prophet of Pentecost since his words are quoted by Peter on that occasion.

· Joel speaks of the Tribulation, the Battle of Armageddon, Christ’s Return, and the Millennial Reign of Christ.  

Be familiar with the Day of the LORD in Joel:

· A Day of Mourning

· A Day of Judgment

· A Day of History Including:

· Judgments on Israel and Judah

· Judgments on Gentile Nations

· A Day of Prophecy Including:

· Judgment on Russia and her Allies.

· The Great Tribulation.

· The Battle of Armageddon.

· The Return of Christ.

· The Millennial Reign of our Lord.

Know the meaning of the former and latter rain in Joel 2:23:
The results of Repentance – Forgiveness and Restoration.  God will Restore the Land of Israel Physically.  At God’s hand, “the desert shall…blossom as the rose”.  God will transform the deserts of Israel into a virtual Garden of Eden.  This refers both to the immediate healing of the land after the locust plague and drought and to the later total restoration of the Land during the Millennium.  It should be noted that the former and latter rains of verse 23 refer, in context, to literal rain.  These are the Fall (October) and Spring (April) rains essential to growing crops.  They had been absent during the drought and were going to be restored after Israel’s repentance, as promised in Deuteronomy 11:13-14.  

Be familiar with the great outpouring of the Spirit in Joel:

The Coming Glory of the Day of the Lord.  There is an important shift in prophecy of Joel at this point.  Joel has been primarily referring to his own time while using these events to picture the events of the Last Days.  From this point on, Joel is referring primarily to the Last Days. 

· The Time of this Prophecy:  “And it shall come to pass afterward…”  This prophecy is for the Last Days and is fulfilled:

· After God removes the Northern invader (Russia) – which occurs after the Rapture.

· After Israel is restored to God Spiritually – which occurs at the end of the Tribulation.

· After God restores Israel physically – which occurs at the beginning of the Millennium.  

· The Outpouring of this Prophecy: “I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh…”

· Joel here promises a universal outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom.

· All the people of the World will receive this divine outpouring accompanied by visions, dreams, and prophecies.  Christ will speak directly with all the inhabitants of the Earth during the Kingdom Age!

· Note the fulfillment of this passage is therefore at the beginning of the Millennium, after the Rapture, after the Tribulation, after Armageddon, and after the Second Coming.  This is made absolutely certain by the next verses.  A brief outline of the Holy Spirit’s ministry would be as follows:

· The Omnipresent Spirit ministering from Creation to Pentecost in His Old Testament Ministry – primarily on the nation of Israel.

· The Spirit outpoured (on the Church) at Pentecost in His New Testament Ministry.  (Acts 2)

· The Spirit (and the Church) removed (from carrying out His New Testament Ministry) at the Rapture.  (2 Thess 2)

· The Spirit outpoured on Israel and on All Flesh after the Second Coming at the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom (in an improved Old Testament type ministry).  (Joel 2)

· The Judgments of this Prophecy:  “…I will shew wonders in the heavens…The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before the…Day of the Lord…”

· These events clearly occur during the Tribulation.

· The common Pentecostal/Charismatic interpretation of this passage as referring to their movement and as being the “latter rain” of 2:23 is therefore seen to be erroneous.  Their view cannot be correct for the following reasons:

· Joel’s outpouring will not occur until after the Rapture, the Tribulation, the Second Coming, the repentance and restoration of Israel, and the beginning of the Millennium.

· This outpouring will be on ALL flesh and can thus only occur at a time when ALL the inhabitants of the Earth will be saved.  This cannot be fulfilled until the beginning of the Millennium, when all the lost have been cast into Hell.  

· The rain in verse 23 refers, as we have seen, to literal rain and is not part of the prophecy about the outpouring of the Spirit.  It is rather a prophecy of the physical restoration of the land of Israel.  Supernatural agricultural blessings are promised during the Millennium.  

Know when Armageddon will be fought and the date Israel became a nation again:

Announcement of the Battle of Armageddon—When will this Battle be fought?  At a time when Israel is restored from captivity.  The first step of this restoration of Israel took place on May 14, 1948.  

Question 9

Concerning the Introduction to Jonah, be familiar with:

Subtitle:  The Biggest Fish Story of All Time

Main Content:  
· This book contains the biggest fish story of all time, but it’s not what you think!  The fish of this story is man.

· This book reveals that God’s foreign mission’s program to the Gentile nations was in existence hundreds of years before the Great Commission.  “The story of Jonah is one of the clearest demonstrations of God’s love and mercy for all mankind in the entire Scriptures.”

· The book of Jonah reveals how the world’s worst Soul Winner became the world’s greatest Soul Winner.  

Theme:  The Proclamation of Israel as God’s Missionary Nation.  

Key Word:  Revival.  This book contains the story of the greatest revival of all time!

Author:  Jonah (“dove”).

· Jonah was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom.

Destination:  
· The message in the book was for Ninevah, the capital city of the cruel and powerful Assyrian Empire.  

· The message of the book was for Israel.  As prophet to the Northern Kingdom, Jonah wrote of this episode with Ninevah:

· To remind Israel of her Missionary Purpose.  God did not choose the nation of Israel so that only Israelites would be saved, but rather that this nation would be a Light of His Message to the entire world.

· To rebuke Israel for their unbelief and lack of repentance.  The pagan city repented at the word of one prophet of the Lord.  The nation of Israel was ignoring the word of the many prophets God sent to her.  

Purpose:  To reveal God’s great compassion and mercy for all men.  

Importance and Distinctives:

· Jonah serves as a picture of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

· Jonah tells the story of the greatest Revival in History.

· Jonah pictures Israel:

· They are currently backslidden from their call to react the Nations.

· They will be miraculously preserved through the coming storm of the Great Tribulation and will repent during this time of Darkness.

· They will then become Missionaries to the Gentile nations, resulting in the conversion of a great multitude.

Be familiar with the four-fold command of God:

1. Arise – This refutes the lie of so called “active” church members who sit without soul winning.

2. Go – This is the essential of soul winning.

3. Cry – This is a rebuke of mere life-style evangelism without confrontational evangelism.

4. Against – This refutes the lie of a gospel without Repentance as well as the “Positive Thinking” Gospel.

Know why Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh:

Reasons for Jonah’s Action:

· Fear.  How many of us fail to witness for this same reason?

· Hate (in this case, because of prejudice and nationalism).

· The Reason:

· Explained:  Assyria and Israel were bitter enemies.  

Be familiar with Nineveh:


Nineveh lay on the eastern side of the Tigris, and was one of the greatest – if not the greatest – of the cities of antiquity.  It had 1200 towers, each 200 feet high, and its wall was 100 feet high, and of such breadth that three chariots could drive on it abreast.  It was 60 miles in circumference, and could, within its walls, grow corn enough for its population of 600,000.  Zenophon says the basement of its wall was of polished stone, and its width 50 feet.  In the city was a magnificent palace, with courts and walls covering more than 100 acres.  


Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire (which later conquered the northern kingdom of Israel).  
Question 10
Concerning the Introduction to Amos, be familiar with:

Subtitle:  The Part Time Country Preacher

Main Content:  Amos is the story of a fire and brimstone southern country farmer, turned fundamentalist preacher, who preaches a message of repentance and judgment in the northern liberal high society capital.  

Theme:  The Preparation of Israel to Meet the Judgment of God.

Key Word:  Judgment

Author:  Amos (burden or Burden Bearer).

· Occupation:  Amos was a sheep herder and a fig picker or gatherer of sycamore fruit.  The fruit had to be bruised or sliced in order to sweeten or ripen.  This resulted in juice running onto and staining the hands.  He was not a trained prophet, but God called him as a layman prophet.  McGee writes:  Amos was “the herdsman of a peculiar breed of desert sheep.  They were a scrub stock… …Amos had to travel to his job.  He was a migrant worker… He was truly a farmer.  He was a country rube.   He was a rustic.  He was a yokel and a hayseed.  He was a country preacher.  He was a clumsy bumpkin who was ‘all thumbs’ among the ecumenical preachers up yonder in Bethel.”  

Destination:  Primarily the Northern Kingdom, but also to Judah and all surrounding nations.  The chief center of his preaching was the main sanctuary of Bethel, the religious capital of Northern Israel.  “Beth-el was, at first, the capital of the northern kingdom, and it was the place where Jeroboam I had erected one of his golden calves.  It was the center of culture and also of cults.  … Beth-el was where the sophisticated and the suave fold moved; the jet set lived there.  …It was also the intellectual center.  They had a School of Prophets there.  The seminaries taught liberalism.  …What was done in Beth-el was the thing to do.  …It was the place where you could see the styles which would be popular the next year.  …Then here comes to town this country preacher, this prophet of God with a message – a most unusual message.  …Amos’ suit of clothes was not cut to the style of Beth-el and neither was his message.”

Background:  
· The Northern Kingdom was at the zenith of its power.  After gaining control of the trade routes, “wealth began to accumulate in her cities.  Commerce thrived, an upper class emerged, and expensive homes were built.  The rich enjoyed an indolent, indulgent lifestyle, while the poor became targets for…expoitation…[and] slavery.  …Morality had sunk to a low ebb.  Meanwhile religion [false] flourished.  The people thronged to the shrines [and] … sacrifices … They…maintained that…God was with them and considered themselves immune to disaster…”

Know what genuine repentance includes and how God rejects worship without it:

Sermon Three – Israel’s future:  

· National Judgment is Certain, but individuals may still repent and live.  

· The Call to the Nation—to Personal Repentance – “Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live…hate the evil and love the good”.  Note that genuine repentance involves not only turning from, but also hating evil.  Repentance is a change of heart, not just of head.  It is a change of attitude, not just of action.

· A Rejection of Religion without Repentance.  God will not accept us when we come to Him in worship until we first come to Him in repentance.  

Be familiar with the 7 practical applications from Amos:

1. God Doesn’t Need Important People.  He has an Important Message.

2. Laymen can often reach many who reject the Witness of Vocational Pastors.

3. Country preachers, small town preachers, part time preachers, and unknown preachers are as honorable before God as those who have more earthy fame and status.

4. God can use you.

5. God still judges sin.

6. God is sovereign over all nations.

7. A Focus on material wealth, luxury and pleasures brings the anger of God on His people.

















































