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Breaking science stereotypes
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Assignment:

1. Get To Know A Scientist: You will choose a scientist working in a field of life science (Biology, Biochemistry, Medicine, etc).  Your job is to research your scientist until you know as much as you possible can about him or her.  There is a list of some of the many studies in biology and medicine.  You may use this list to find someone in a field in which you are interested.
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You may use a family member, neighbor, or friend who has a career in biology or medicine.  Fill out the Scientist Profile sheet.

[image: image5.wmf]

2. Getting to Know You:  You will fill out the Personal Profile sheet similar to the one you did for your scientist.  This should be easy!  Hopefully, you know about you!

· Where it says “Field of Study,” write what you plan to study if you were to go to college tomorrow

· Where is says “Areas of Interest,” write down what you would do IF you HAD to take a career in Biology or Medicine.  You can narrow it down further.  For example, if you chose Marine Biology, you may focus on working with California Sea Lions.  

3. Make a PowerPoint:  You will make a power point of 2-3 slides.  

· At least one slide must be about your scientist (try to include a picture of your scientist and/or what he/she is studying).

· At least one slide must be about you (your pictures are on your student drive).

· Somewhere in your presentation, mention what you and your scientist have in common and/or something you admire about your scientist.
· You will present your slides to the class on this project’s due date.

· I will retrieve your powerpoint from your drive.  So that I can find it quickly, name your powerpoint “Eckert scientist project your last name.”

4. Answer the questions that follow using the websites below:
· Go to: http://www.aibs.org/careers/index.html
Under “What do Biologists do?” what are the four main jobs in biology?



Under the category “New Directions in Biological Careers,” how is economics and biology/medicine related?


How is art and biology/medicine related?


What four things should you do in high school to prepare for a career in biology or medicine?

· Click Occupational Outlook Handbook under the “What is the job outlook for the future?” section or go to http://stats.bls.gov/oco/home.htm .

· Type “biology” in the search box. Choose the top option Biological Scientists. Scroll down to Job Outlook Projections Data.


By 2016, how many more biological scientists will be needed?
What percent of that number will be needed for biochemistry/biophysics?

What percent of the total number of biological scientists will be needed for zoology?
In 2006, what was the average (median) salary for a biochemist?

What was the average salary for a zoologist? 
How about a geneticist working for the federal government?
· Scroll to the top and now type in “physicians and surgeons.”  Choose the top option.
How many hours does the average physician work in a week?
How many total years of education and training do most 
physicians and surgeons accomplish.  (Remember, a lot of the training is actually performing the duties of a physician…you wouldn’t be spending all of that time in a classroom.)
· Scroll to Projections Data.  

How many more surgeons and physicians will be needed by 2016?
What is the highest paying specialty?

What does the average pediatrician make with less than 2 years experience?
What does the average surgeon make in the United States after they have been in the profession for more than one year?

Overall, is the biological/medical community a growing profession or a declining profession?  



By doing this project (about a biologist) and seeing some aspects of the profession, are you more interested, less interested, or feel the same about pursuing a career in biology/medicine? Why?
Do you still hold the same stereotypes about scientists?  
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