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[image: image3.wmf]We live in an age where we are interdependent on countries and governments for goods and services.  Traveling to other countries half way across the world is not rare, nor is the shipping of food from country to country.  Within the United States, food is regulated under the watchful eye of the Food and Drug Administration, Department of Agriculture, and many other agencies.  The Department of Health and Center for Disease Control look into the health of our country.  Unfortunately, due to relatively open travel, direct and indirect human contact, differing food regulations and standards (foreign and domestic), it is not unusual to have outbreaks of disease or the development of new forms of pathogens.  For example, the world was very concerned about a pandemic of the bird flu; E. coli was found in America’s spinach; Salmonella has been linked to a peanut processing plant in Georgia; our fear increased of possible tainted dog food and certain children’s toys; and the news of the ever-present mad cow disease just to name a few concerns of the last few years.  
What if you were on the front lines of a potential outbreak and you worked for an agency whose job is to determine the cause, educate the public, and remedy the situation?  Well, you are going to do just that!
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You will be placed into groups of four (maybe a group or two of five) to determine the cause, risk, and remedy of a possible outbreak.  Your first role will be that of medical professionals.  Your only task here is to determine the disease.  The scenario for this activity takes place in early September.  A fair has just ended and school is just about to begin.  What would normally be a time of getting back to routine becomes a time of panic.  A disease begins sweeping through a small community of Jamestown. As people show up at the hospital, you will use their symptoms to determine the disease.  

Your next role will begin once you determine the disease.  It will be that of a staff member of the Barrow County Health Department.  You will take on roles within your group and be a cohesive team to fulfill objectives that will be assigned to your group later.  I (your teacher) will take on the role of Dr. Billman, head of the Health Department.  I will communicate only with team leaders via “staff meetings,” memos, and meetings called by individual team leaders.

Well, that is about all I can tell you.  This is a very open-ended activity.  The work of your group determines how the following days will pan out.  It is possible that all groups come up with something different…however, there is only one disease!

What will you be handing in?  (1) Your theory of the probable source (or sources) of the outbreak along with supporting evidence from literature research and logical reasoning (cite your sources).  (2) A plan to reduce or eliminate the possibility of a similar outbreak in the future.  The plan must address all possible sources of the disease that you think may be responsible for the recent outbreak.  Your plan must also take into consideration the values and needs of all persons involved.

Your roles!!










· Team Leader – only person that can directly contact Dr. Billman  
· Reports to “daily” meetings
· Delegates work to other members
· Receives memos
· Helps determine cause, source, remedy, and public education of the outbreak
· Resource Clerk – gathers and stores information (including memos)
· Obtains and returns literature
· Determines appropriate information from myth on the internet
· Helps determine cause, source, remedy, and public education of the outbreak (should be someone who does not plan to miss school for the next week)
· Informational Management Clerk – should be good at typing and organizing information 
· Will produce the final copies of the two reports that will be graded based on information given by other members of the team
· Helps determine cause, source, remedy, and public education of the outbreak
· Time manager – keeps group on task 
· Reminds team of deadlines  

· Encourages other members of the team 

·  Fills in for missing members (therefore must have access to or is sure to get copies of all work completed by the group by day’s end) 

· Helps determine cause, source, remedy, and public education of the outbreak
Biology Project








