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Thesis and Outline: Heart of Darkness


Thesis:  The use of binary oppositions in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness is very apparent and deliberate.  An important opposition that is reoccurring throughout the novella is that of the men’s sphere versus the women’s sphere.
I. Introduction: Conrad’s Heart of Darkness uses binary oppositions of men’s spheres and women’s spheres.

A. Marlow presents a world that is split into two realms: male and female.
B. Thesis

II. How the women are “out of it”: Territories
A. The women are unable to wander in and out of cultures.

a. The Intended only belongs in Europe.

i. She personifies Europe’s ideas and values.
ii. Her ignorance about Africa/ civilizations ignorance about Africa (when he returns to Belgium).

b. The African woman belongs only in the Congo.

i. She personifies the wilderness.

B. The men are adventurous and wander in and out of different cultures: Africa and Europe

C. Each woman in confined to her own territory while the men prepare for their adventures.

a. The aunt –parlor

b. The two women knitting black wool –the office

c. The African mistress –the river/Congo

d. The Intended –her “lofty drawing-room.

D. The men are not confined.

E. The women are either knowledgeable about Africa or Europe.

a. Women are incapable of “navigating between types of knowledge”.

F. Men are all-knowing; understand both worlds/cultures.
III. How the women are “out of it”: Marlow’s lie

A. Marlow’s lie to the Intended

B. What is his intention:

a. To protect her from the truth because it is “too dark”?

b. To protect the male realm because she is “out of it”?

C. Truth is for male realm

D.  Deception is for female realm

IV. Conclusion: Binary oppositions of male realm versus female realm  in Heart of Darkness are used to depict Conrad’s view of how women belong, or don’t belong, in the wilderness

A. Women are different from men in that they do not have universal experience; they are confined.

B. Women don’t belong with the men: Marlow’s lie illustrates this. 
