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FOCUS ON 2014 GED® CONTENT:  

THE WORLD OF SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

 
Presenters:  Bonnie Goonen                             

           bv73008@aol.com 

 

                    Susan Pittman                   

  skptvs@aol.com 

 

Session Objectives 

• Review content and context of the 2014 GED® 

Social Studies Module 

 

• Explore essential social studies practices 

 

• Review the social studies writing samples 

 

• Discuss beginning strategies for integrating 

social studies content and practices 

 

The 2014 GED® test will . . .  

• Provide results leading to the award of a 

high school equivalency credential  

 

• Provide evidence of readiness to enter 

workforce training programs or 

postsecondary education 

 

• Provide actionable information about a 

candidate’s strengths and areas of  

developmental need 

GED® and GED Testing Service® are registered trademarks of the American Council on 

Education (ACE). They may not be used or reproduced without the express written permission 

of ACE or GED Testing Service. The GED® and GED Testing Service® brands are administered 

by GED Testing Service LLC under license from the American Council on Education. 

 

What will the 2014 GED® test look like? 

Module Testing Time 

Reasoning Through 

Language Arts 

150 minutes in 3 sections:  

[25 min + 45 min ER] + 

[10 min. break] + [70 min] 

~51 items  

Mathematics  90 minutes in 2 sections: 

[~12 min non-calc] + [~78 min]            

~46 items 

Science  90 minutes in 1 section 

~34 items 

Social Studies  90 minutes in 2 sections: 

[65 min + 25 min ER] 

~35 items 

Total Battery ~  7 hours 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=LbRCCghuRh0gzM&tbnid=8mHiBHVD9i-SCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.politickernj.com/author/Joey_Novick?page=8&ei=fzjSUdnUHZP_4AOgooGABA&bvm=bv.48572450,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNHrz2ZrNpDuRPeFpjTNUOLuTkKmgw&ust=1372817718069366
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Today in History – A Timeline 

"This Day in History – October 15" Infoplease. © 2000–2007 Pearson Education, 

publishing as Infoplease. http://www.infoplease.com/dayinhistory   

EXPLORING THE 2014 GED® TEST                 

SOCIAL STUDIES MODULE  

 

CONTENT – PRACTICES - THEMES 

 

2014 GED® Social Studies Module 

• 50% - Civics and 

Government 

• 20% - United States 

History 

• 15% - Economics 

• 15% - Geography and 

the World 

 

 

• Extended Response 

• Multiple choice 

• Technology-Enhanced 

Items 

• Fill-in-the-blank 

• Hot-spot  

• Drag-and-drop 

• Drop-down 

 

Content Areas  Item Types 

Three Dimensions 

• Content-based core 

ideas 

• Social Studies practices 

• Crosscutting themes 
 

 

 

 

Core 
Ideas 

Practices 

Themes 
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What’s new in Social Studies? 

• Stronger focus on primary and secondary                                        
source documents 

 

• Analyzing relationships between texts 

 

• Writing analytic responses to source texts 

 

• Reading and interpreting graphics 

 

• Deeper understanding of concepts  

 

• Items aligned to a social studies practice, a content area,                       
and a theme 

Climb to Alignment 

Social Studies Themes 
  Social Studies Example Topics 

Civics & Gov’t 

(50%) 

US History 

(20%) 

Economics 

(20%) 

Geography & 

World 

(15%) 

F
o
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Development 

of Modern 

Liberties and 

Democracy 

• Types of 

modern and 

historical 

governments 

• Structure and 

design of U.S. 

government 

• Key historical 

documents 

• Civil War and 

Reconstruction 

• Key economic 

events that 

shape 

American 

government 

and policies 

• Development 

of classical 

civilizations 

Dynamic 

Responses in 

Societal 

Systems 

• Political 

parties, 

campaigns, 

and elections 

• Contemporary 

public policy 

• World War I & II 

• Cold War 

 

• Fundamental 

economic 

concepts 

• Economic 

causes and 

impacts of war 

• Borders 

between 

peoples and 

nations 

• Human 

migration 

Building on a Theme 

 

 

“Day of Infamy” Speech 

December 8, 1941 

President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=LbRCCghuRh0gzM&tbnid=8mHiBHVD9i-SCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.politickernj.com/author/Joey_Novick?page=8&ei=fzjSUdnUHZP_4AOgooGABA&bvm=bv.48572450,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNHrz2ZrNpDuRPeFpjTNUOLuTkKmgw&ust=1372817718069366
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Great Depression to High Employment  

Allies versus Axis 

Green – Allied powers (before & after Pearl Harbor) 

Orange – Axis powers 

Grey – Neutral countries 

Changing Public Policy 
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From Outrage to Determination Integrating Writing and Reading 

Multi-dimensional Scoring Rubric – It’s 

Not Just About RLA 
Candidate responses will be scored 

based on three dimensions: 

• Trait 1: Creation of arguments and 

use of evidence 

• Trait 2: Development of ideas             

and structure 

• Trait 3: Clarity and command of 

standard English conventions 

Trait 1: Creation of Arguments and                       

Use of Evidence 
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Trait 2: Development of Ideas and 

Organizational Structure 

Trait 3: Clarity and Command of Standard 

English Conventions 

Integrating Primary Sources What are primary sources?  

Primary sources include: 

• Official documents 

• Letters, diaries, journals 

• Photographs  

• Newspapers, magazines, and other news sources 

 

Primary sources can help students: 

• engage with and relate to events of the past; 

• develop critical thinking skills; and 

• construct knowledge based on evidence.   
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Four Reads for Primary Documents 

• Reading for Origins and Context 

• Reading for Meaning 

• Reading for Argument 

• Reading Like a Historian 

What strategies do you 

use when reading? 

Integrating Timed Readings Let’s Start with Reading 

Questions:    

•    Who is Susan B. Anthony?   

•     Why is she important in history? 

 

http://www.marshalladulteducation.org/reading-

skills-for-todays-adult 
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Integrating Close Reading Complexity 

Shift 1 – Complexity: Regular practice with 

complex text and its academic language 

• Complexity of text that students can read is the greatest 

predictor of success 

• Gap between complexity of college and high school texts 

is huge (four grade levels) 

• Too many students are reading at too low a level            

(less than 50% of graduates can read sufficiently complex 

texts) 

• Focus needed on addressing academic vocabulary of 

students 

 

 

Features of Text Complexity 

• Quantitative measures or readability formulas stand as 

proxies for semantic and syntactic complexity:  

• Word length 

• Word frequency/familiarity 

• Sentence length and text length 

 

• Qualitative measures complement and sometimes correct 

quantitative measures: 

• Purpose(s) 

• Text structures 

• Language features 

• Knowledge demands 

 

 
Let’s look at 
Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg 
Address 
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Evidence 

Shift 2 – Evidence: Reading, writing, and speaking 

grounded in evidence from text, both literary and 

informational  

• Priority placed on textual evidence based on national 

assessment data  

• Focus is on students’ ability to cite evidence from text in 

order to present 

• Careful analyses 

• Well-defended claims 

• Clear information 

 

Which are text-dependent questions?  

1. What are the people who are assembled at Gettysburg there to do?  

2. Have you ever been to a funeral? Compare your experience to that 

at Gettysburg. 

3. What is the unfinished work that Lincoln asks those listening to 

commit themselves to at the end of the speech? 

4. Lincoln says that the nation is dedicated to the proposition that “all 

men are created equal.” Why is equality an important value to 

promote? 

5. Did Lincoln think that the North was going to “pass the test” that the 

civil war posed?  

6. Why did Lincoln give this speech? Why does Lincoln shift the focus 

of his speech from what he says is the purpose at the end of the 

second paragraph? 

7. Explain the logical progression of Lincoln’s argument. 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge 

Shift 3 – Knowledge: Building knowledge through 

content-rich nonfiction 

• Focus not limited to English language arts, but also 

literacy across the disciplines of 

• Science 

• Social studies 

• Technical subjects 

• Focus shifts to nonfiction text that constitutes the majority 

of what people read in college and the workplace 

Knowledge – Why is reading non-fiction 

text important? 
• Non-fiction makes up the vast majority of required 

reading in college/workplace. 

• Informational text is harder for students to 

comprehend than narrative text. 

• Males lag females in reading; however, research 

shows males prefer reading informational texts 

over stories. 
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Follow-Up Activities 

• Compare Lincoln’s five drafts of the Gettysburg 

Address 

• Compare reactions to the Gettysburg Address: 

• a Chicago Times editorial written shortly after Lincoln 

delivered his speech 

• a historical study of Lincoln’s speech written some one 

hundred and thirty years after (Garry Wills) 

• What words might one expect Lincoln to use that 

don’t appear? (slavery/slave, North/South, 

soldier, blood) 

5 Drafts 

273 Words to a 

New America 

Draft 1 
We are met on a great battle field of that war. 

We have come to dedicate a portion of it, as a 

final resting place for those who died here, that 

the nation might live. This we may, in all 

propriety do. 

 

Draft 2 
We are met here on a great battlefield of that 

war. We have come to dedicate a portion of it as 

a final resting place for those who here gave 

their lives that that nation might live. It is 

altogether fitting and proper that we should 

do this. 

 

Each draft was 

named for the 

person to whom it 

was presented. 

 

John George 

Nicolay 

John Hay 

Edward Everett 

George Bancroft 

Colonel Alexander 

Bliss 

 

  

 

Recognizing Patterns of Organization for 

Nonfiction 
Types of Text Structure 

• Description 

 

• Sequence and Order 

 

• Compare and Contrast 

 

• Cause and Effect 

 

• Problem and Solution 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=l75SOfDNC-g_oM&tbnid=98RpSnuWi8hv0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://hfascsjw.weebly.com/jw-part-1.html&ei=TAA1UaK9J5Oo8ASv14HwBA&bvm=bv.43148975,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNEu_Ik3zBFRWN9ZnisogMSLGXfExw&ust=1362514377778424
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TmkUBy_8_tGKQM&tbnid=jKJJg5kerKvxlM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.writedesignonline.com/organizers/sequence.html&ei=6QA1UeDTGoTQ9AS12YGgCQ&bvm=bv.43148975,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNGy3RYeWQvnG68dP2EgppoY9mLvOQ&ust=1362514459468460


10/2013 

Bonnie Goonen and Susan Pittman 11 

Effective readers use text structure to . . .   

• Predict what is to be read 

 

• Comprehend/understand text 

 

• Observe the way the author has 
organized the text 

 

• Look for key words and concepts 

 

• Note the different headings and 
subheadings 

 

• Notice and interpret graphics 

Narrative Chains Integrating Summarization 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GauGP2HhiSh2XM&tbnid=jTsj6hpikxEmoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://mnosal49.wordpress.com/2013/02/21/vocabulary-development-its-importance-in-aquiring-reading-fluency/&ei=G9G1UcGsJoXR0wHGr4HgBw&bvm=bv.47534661,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFo3q07HBdA8XQhbKcwVMWQk74FSw&ust=1370956387359686
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Somebody-Wanted-But-So 
Somebody Wanted But So 

Christopher 

Columbus 

To sail to India to 

buy spices 

He ran into the 

Caribbean Islands  

He claimed the area 

for Spain. 

Anne Frank To hide from the 

Nazis 

Someone turned 

her in 

She died in a 

concentration camp. 

Adolf Hitler To control all of 

Europe 

The Allies fought 

against him 

He killed himself 

when Germany was 

defeated. 

Thomas Edison To invent the 

incandescent light 

bulb 

His light bulb 

blackened (the 

Edison effect) 

It later led to the 

electron tube, the 

basis of the 

electronics industry  

British ? 

 

? 

 

 

? 

 

Integrating Visual Literacy 

QARs with Visuals 

In the 
Image 

Right 
There 

Think & 
Search 

In my 
head 

Author 
and me 

On My 
Own 

QAR 

Teaching Big Ideas through Graphics 
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Where in the United 

States is…? 

 

 
 

 

Geography – Interactive Map of the U.S. 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_experiment_dr

ag-drop_Intermed_State15s_500.html  

Use Videos 

 

Use the Online Resources  

 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e601moNCA7Q 

http://www.minneapolisfed.org/index.cfm 

A Few Strategies to Get Started 

• Build students’ close reading skills  

• Connect social studies to everyday life 

• Construct and interpret graphs, charts, 

tables, diagrams 

• Use social studies texts to help 

students build their reading 

comprehension skills 

• Work on students’ writing skills by 

having them summarize the texts      

they read 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_experiment_drag-drop_Intermed_State15s_500.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_experiment_drag-drop_Intermed_State15s_500.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_experiment_drag-drop_Intermed_State15s_500.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_experiment_drag-drop_Intermed_State15s_500.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_experiment_drag-drop_Intermed_State15s_500.html
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www.GEDtestingservice.com Two Practice Products 

• Focus on test content and 

testing experience 

• See item types 

• Practice on technology-

enhanced items/tools 

• Get feedback on right or 

wrong answers and why 

the answers are right or 

wrong 

 

 

• Focus on readiness for 

GED® test 

• Timed ½-length test 

• Same user experience as the 

official test 

• Generalized and focused 

feedback  

• Same registration process 

and login as for  

GED® test 

 

Online Tutorial 

MyGED™ - December 2013 

The IPDAE project is supported with funds provided through the  

Adult and Family Literacy Act, Division of Career and Adult Education,  

Florida Department of Education.  


