GOVERNMENT Block Class 2014 - 2015






Coach Posey
SYLLABUS

Teacher:

Coach Posey


Room #:

M103

Free Periods:

1st  & 4th Periods
E-mail:


mposey@wcs.k12.va.us
Web page: 

http:// www.quia.com/pages/mposey/jsbgovblock

School Phone:

276-642-5300
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This is a course designed to acquaint the student with a firm understanding of the structure and functions of state, local, and national government. Students will develop an understanding of the fundamental concepts of democratic theory and philosophy, examine the structure and institutions of the national government, analyze the Constitution and amendments, and investigate political beliefs and behaviors, party politics and interest groups.  Civil rights and civil liberties and the interplay of freedom and equality are also primary areas of content and class discussion.  The course also traces the development of government in the U. S. and the world and exposes the student to contemporary political thought and practice.
REQUIRED MATERIAL:

· Notebook (three-ring binder) 
· Pen/pencil
GRADING:

Grading for the course will be split between tests/exams (40%), projects (25%), homework (25%), class participation (10%), and a final exam. A quiz (NO short answer or essay questions) or test (includes short answer or essay questions) will be given at the end of each unit.    

LATE WORK POLICY:

· One (1) day late = 10% deduction

· Two (2) days late = 25% deduction

· Three (3) days or more late = 50% deduction
· “Once and Done” assignments: Occasionally, small assignments will be given that cannot be turned in late. These assignments will be scored but will account for significantly less than large assignments. “Once and Done” assignments cannot be turned in late and students will receive a 0 for the assignment if it is not complete or they will be excused from the assignment if they are not present
TOPICS COVERED:
1st Nine Weeks:
Foundations of American Government and Political Behavior/ Legislative Branch/Executive Branch
2nd Nine Weeks:
Executive Branch/Judicial Branch/Comparative Political Systems/State and Local Government, & Final Exam.

Read more on reverse side
MAKE-UP WORK:

If you are absent, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to make up work. General Guidelines:

· If you miss the review for the test (day before test) – You will take the test on your second day upon returning to class

· If you miss the day that the test was taken (and only that day) – You will take the test on your first day back to class

· If you were there when it was assigned, then it is due on the due date unless you contact the teacher. Example: If a project is assigned on Monday and due on Friday and you are absent Tuesday and Wednesday, it is STILL DUE ON FRIDAY.
HANDOUTS/WORKSHEETS
An area in the classroom will be designated for all handouts and worksheets. This area will be broken down by the days of the week. There will be a separate folder for each day. Students that miss class are responsible for obtaining any handouts or worksheets from the folder at the beginning of their first class back.  If a student has any question(s) regarding the handouts, they should first ask a peer. If a student still has any question(s) regarding the handout after asking a peer, they can than ask the teacher for help. 
CLASS RULES:

1. Be on time.
2. Come prepared (bring a notebook, pen/pencil, and all necessary documents/handouts with you daily). A notebook is required and failure to properly manage handouts could result in a lower grade.
3. Don’t talk when someone else is talking.
4. Cell phones should not be seen or heard during instruction time.
5. Respect yourself and others.

6. Take pride in your work.

7. Be responsible. 
8. Sign-out before leaving class for any reason.

GRADING SCALE:
100-93 

A

 92-85 


B

 84-77


C

 76-70 


D

 Below 70 

F

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TEACHER: Coach Posey

DATE: _____________

PERIOD: ________

STUDENT NAME: ___________________________________

I have read the letter concerning the use of a classroom website and understand that the website is meant to aid my child’s learning of the topics discussed in class and that nothing on the website will ever be considered mandatory to earn the credits for the class. 

         ____________________________        ______________________________ 
                   Parent/Guardian's Signature                            Student's Signature 
