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fott torshoot the blg gun. But Mott, who d1d the act‘ual shootmg

ad and of ﬂour, $8.25 before the embargo, soared 10! $40 w1th comparable
at the ; m the prices of cornmesl and salt. The panic did-not fast long, thanks
I fired, _ can smugglers, who, in ]anua:y and February of 1808, slipped out of
the left .+ their hatbors. and made for the West: Indies, w1th the holds of ‘their ships
e river '_~_crémmed with food that they would sell at the new, sky—hlgh prices.
ile the - A revenue collector.in Phxladelphla mformed Albert Gallatin, secretary of
treasury, that from his port alone thousands of barrels of flour had headed
ryside, > Caribbean, Another- revenue collector in Massachusctts complamed that
ng the -7 :the__ ays and inlets of Cape Cod had become major launching points for ships
in the smuggling goods to the British colonies. Because of these smugglers, the
rmont revenue collector said, the markets and storehouses.of- the British West Indies
al jury. were “glutted with provisions” from New England It is estimated that in New
t, and England alone, hundreds of ship owners were involved in smuggling.
rdicts, To enforce the embargo, Jefferson ordered four American war ships, the
I hung Hornet, Wasp, Argus, and the untucky C!Jempeake, to patrol the sea lanes to the
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hsequence partlcularly harsh for the .

o Qultural prices droppcd——whlch was 4
southerf states—-—and many family fortunes and private businesses were ruined.

‘f?bf examplc, in Massachusetts by 1808 four-fifths of all merchants and others
involved in 1mport—export businesses were bankrupt or 1mpovenshed In mid-
1808 in Salem, a port that before the embargo had brought in S percent of the
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cmbargo also creatcd a new class of cnmmals through 1ts Unin-
couragement of smugg]mg The most damagmg cffect for ]cﬂ'crson

mbargo Act had- accomphshed nothing, -aside from plungmg thie
ed ‘States into’ an. economic depression. It certamly did not “resolve
nérica’s quarrel with Britain over the i impressment of sailors and thc selzure
ips.and -cargo. And because Jefferson had not settled ‘these issues, the
ed States moved a step closer to another war against the Brltlsh._




