Roots of Revolution: Philosophy, Religion & Politics
The Great Awakening
The Great Awakening was a spiritual renewal that swept the American Colonies, particularly New England, during the first half of the 18th Century.
This new spiritual renewal began with people like the Wesley brothers and George Whitefield in England and crossed over to the American Colonies during the first half of the 18th Century. Unlike the somber, largely Puritan spirituality of the early 1700s, the revivalism ushered in by the Awakening allowed people to express their emotions more overtly in order to feel a greater intimacy with God.
What Caused the Great Awakening
In late 17th Century England, fighting between religious and political groups came to a halt with the Glorious Revolution of 1688, an event which established the Church of England as the reigning church of the country. Other religions, such as Catholicism, Judaism, and Puritanism, were subsequently suppressed.
From a political perspective, this led to stability since everyone now practiced the same religion. But instead of being a positive driving force for religious belief in general, it created complacency and spiritual “dryness” among believers.
It was only after some decades of this kind of complacency in both England and the American colonies that the spiritual “revival” of the Great Awakening came about.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What were the effects of the Great Awakening?
The Awakening’s biggest significance was the way it prepared America for its War of Independence. In the decades before the war, revivalism taught people that they could be bold when confronting religious authority, and that when churches weren’t living up to the believers’ expectations, the people could break off and form new ones.
Through the Awakening, the Colonists realized that religious power resided in their own hands, rather than in the hands of the Church of England, or any other religious authority. After a generation or two passed with this kind of mindset, the Colonists came to realize that political power did not reside in the hands of the English monarch, but in their own will for self-governance.

The Enlightenment

The eighteenth century is the Age of Enlightenment
The Enlightenment popularizes the ideas developed during the Age of Reason.  The Enlightenment is basically the view or belief that modern science and our understanding of the social world derived from modern science can help us to improve the living conditions on this planet.  War, poverty, and injustice are not God-given punishments for our sinfulness but bad management.  Oppressive governments can be reformed or overthrown.  Social inequality can be alleviated and, maybe, overcome.  Disease is not to be accepted stoically but to be fought with new medicines.  Poverty can be reduced through the productivity of new inventions and technologies.  Ignorance can be overcome through universal public education.  Human societies are perfectible if only we have the will and use our scientific knowledge to plan and socially engineer for a better future.  There is no limit to what human reason and ingenuity can achieve.

Rene Descartes (1596 - 1650 )  may be viewed as the beginning of modern, rationalist philosophy.  He based his philosophy on doubt.  How can I be sure that what I think is true is really true.  During his lifetime both the truths of religion and the truths of science had become uncertain.  The Protestants had successfully challenged the authority of the Catholic Church.  Copernicus and Galileo had challenged the geocentric view of nature.  If ideas that had been held by almost everyone to be true for over 1500 years could now be found to be in error, then how could one trust any authority? Descartes answered his position of philosophical doubt with the famous maxim:  "I think, therefore I am."

Thomas Hobbes (1588 - 1679) may be viewed as the beginning of modern, empirical philosophy. Human beings are governed by desires and aversions.  We describe as good those things that we desire and bad those things that could harm us.  Before governments and civil society were created, humans lived in a state of nature.  Humans in the state of nature have natural rights.  The right of each person to seek to preserve his life is one of the fundamental natural rights that cannot be given up. Each person has complete liberty.  Each person has the natural rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of property (later changed to happiness by Thomas Jefferson). But Hobbes acknowledges that human beings do have reason.  They can perceive the undesirability of the state of nature and, through a social contract, they can create a government that will provide them with order.  For Hobbes, even the most oppressive government is preferable to the wantonness of the state of nature.  Hobbes was a defender of absolute government, but he provided a modern "explanation" or justification for government as such.  Government is formed by a social contract.  In Hobbes this contract is indissoluble.  Once you give up your natural rights, you cannot get them back.

John Locke (1632 - 1704)  "humanized" the ideas of Hobbes.   Locke kept all the elements of the Hobbsian social contract theory, but postulated that life in the state of nature really wasn't as bad as Hobbes made it out to be.  Most humans are pretty decent.  The state of nature was OK.  But there are the proverbial "rotten apples."  The state of nature has certain inconveniences.  Creating a civil society and government are useful.  They improve our social life with each other.  It is useful to have roads, a property office to register titles to property, and even a militia for defense against outside invasion.  Locke has humans make a social contract to create a government for limited purposes.  When we create government, we don't give up our natural rights.  We even preserve a right of revolution if government becomes oppressive and oversteps the bounds of the contract whereby it was created.  It is the Lockean version of the social contract theory that has become the philosophical basis for the justification of limited, constitutional government.  Our American form of government derives from Locke's ideas.  Locke lived through the Glorious Revolution in England.  His writings justify this relatively peaceful change of government.  Locke is the father of modern democratic thought. 

COLLECTIVE IMPACT OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT & THE GREAT AWAKENING
• Decline of Hierarchies and Acceptance of Diversity
– willingness to question authority
• decline of “City on a Hill” orthodoxy
– proliferation of new churches
– end of established state religions
• belief that common men are as good as or better than wealthy men
– faith in higher laws
• Universal “natural laws”
• Biblical laws
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