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Mr. Hetherington

6th Grade World Cultures and Geography

Hemispheres and The Tropics

Hemisphere – means half-sphere, or half of the earth

Northern Hemisphere – the half of the earth North of the equator

_____________________________________________________

Southern Hemisphere – the half of the earth South of the equator

__________________________________________________________

Eastern Hemisphere – the half of the earth from the prime meridian EAST to the 180-degree line of longitude

__________________________________________________________

Western Hemisphere – the half of the earth from the prime meridian WEST to the 180-degree line of longitude

__________________________________________________________

The Tropics – the warm, low-latitude region between the Tropic of Cancer (23.5 degrees north) and the Tropic of Capricorn(23.5 degrees south). 

Tropic of Cancer – line of latitude at approximately 23.5 degrees north. The northernmost point where the sun appears directly overhead at least one day a year.

____________________________________________________________

Tropic of Capricorn - line of latitude at approximately 23.5 degrees south. The southernmost point where the sun appears directly overhead at least one day a year.

_____________________________________________________________

The Artic Circle - parallel of latitude on the surface of the earth at 66°30’ N. Periods of continuous day or night increase from one day at the Arctic Circle to six months at the North Pole.

_____________________________________________________________

The Antarctic Circle - parallel of latitude on the surface of the earth at 66°30’ S. Periods of continuous night or day increase from one day at the Antarctic Circle to six months at the South Pole.
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