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Mr. Hetherington

6th Grade World Cultures and Geography

Longitude and Latitude Notes

Cardinal Directions – North, South, East and West. These directions are shown on the maps compass rose.

_______________________________________________

Lines of Latitude - imaginary lines that run around Earth from east to west. Lines of latitude are also known as parallels (“Lats are flat”).

_____________________________________________

Equator – the zero degree line of latitude that runs around the center of the earth.

______________________________________________

North Pole – the northern most point on the earth, located at 90 degrees north latitude.

South Pole – the southern most point on the earth, located at 90 degrees south latitude.

___________________________________________

Longitude – imaginary lines that circle the earth from north to south. Lines of longitude pass through the North Pole and the South Pole. Lines of longitude are also known as “meridians.” (Longitude “long”)

____________________________________________

Prime Meridian – the zero degree line of longitude. All other lines of longitude are between 0 degrees and 180 degrees east or west of the Prime Meridian.

_____________________________________________

Together lines of latitude and longitude create a grid on maps that allows you to describe precisely any spot on Earth.
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