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Roman Numerals

Roman Numerals are sometimes used in prescriptions and therefore it is important to be familiar with those most commonly used in health care. 

1/2→ss

1→ i

2→ii

3→iii

4→iv

5→v

6→vi

7→vii

8→viii

9→ ix

10→x

11→xi

12→xii


13→ xiii

14→ xiv

15→ xv 

16→xvi

17→xvii

18→xviii

19→xix

20→xx

21→xxi

22→xxii

23→xxiii

24→xxiv

25→xxv

26→xxvi

27→xxvii

28→xxviii

29→xxix

30→xxx

If there is a fraction that is not ½ then combine the Roman Numerals and fraction or simply use Arabic Numerals. It is more important that you can read Roman Numerals than to write them because it is always correct to use Arabic Numerals. 


For example: 4 1/6 grains or  iv 1/6 grains




2 ½ grains or iiss grains

Some common rules apply:

a) never use more than three of the same unit (or Roman numeral) together.  In other words, use  iii  for 3,  but do not use  iiii  for 4.  Use iv for 4. 
b) 9 = ix or  ten minus one

Practice: Write the following Arabic Numerals as Roman Numerals.

1.

13 
_______________

2.

29 
_______________

3.

12
_______________

4.

7
_______________

5.

15
_______________

6.

23
_______________

7.

19 1/3
_______________

8.

20
_______________

9.

11
_______________

10.

6 1/2
_______________

Practice: Write the following Roman Numerals as Arabic Numerals

11.

vi

_______________

12.

xii

_______________

13.

xxiv

_______________

14.

viiss

_______________

15.

xxviii

_______________

16.

xix

_______________

17. 
xvii ¼ 

_______________

18.

xxvi

_______________

19.

xiv

_______________

20.

xxix

_______________
Answers on the following page.

Answers

1.

13 
=  xiii

2.

29 
=  xxix

3.

12
=  xii

4.

7
=  vii

5.

15
=  xv

6.

23
=  xxiii
7.

19 1/3
 = xix 1/3

8.

20
= xx

9.

11
= xi 

10.  
6 1/2
= viss or vi ½ 

Practice: Write the following Roman Numerals as Arabic Numerals

11.
 
vi
= 6

12.

xii
= 12

13.

xxiv
= 24

14.

viiss
= 7 1/2

15.

xxviii
= 28

16.

xix
= 19 

17. 
xvii ¼  = 17 ¼ 

18.

xxvi
= 26

19.
 
xiv
= 14

20.

xxix
= 29
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