The Sequence of Tenses for Subjunctive Mood

La secuencia de tiempos para el modo subjuntivo

You already know when to use the subjunctive mood and you know how to form at least two subjunctive tenses. Also, you have had lots of practice using the present and present perfect subjunctive in the dependent clause, once you have determined that there is a reason to use the subjunctive (U-WEIRDO) and a change of subject.

Now it is time to learn how to determine which subjunctive tense to use. We call this learning the “sequence of tenses” and there are specific rules to follow to do this correctly.

FIRST:  Determine whether or not you do need the subjunctive. Is there a reason to use subjunctive? 

· Check the independent clause and look for a U-WEIRDO situation (verbs of influence (also known as causation or volition), verbs of doubt, denial, or disbelief; impersonal expressions; verbs of emotion, feeling, or judgment. 

· There are some other situations that require subjunctive also, some of which we have discussed (negative antecedents, certain conjunctions, etc.) We will study these more carefully later, especially in AP Spanish next year!

· Is there also a change of subject (also needed for subjunctive)?

SECOND: Focus on the tense of the verb in the independent or main clause. As you know this clause governs what will happen in the dependent clause. 

· Check out the U-WEIRDO verb or other independent clause verb for its tense.

· Follow the charts below!

Table Number 1:

	INDEPENDENT CLAUSE:
	
	DEPENDENT CLAUSE:

	
	
	

	presente de indicativo
	
	presente de subjuntivo

	futuro de indicativo
	       que
	                           o

	presente perfecto de indicativo
	
	presente perfecto de subjuntivo

	futuro del perfecto
	
	

	 un mandato
	
	

	
	
	


Table Number 2:

	INDEPENDENT CLAUSE:
	
	DEPENDENT CLAUSE:

	
	
	

	pretérito de indicativo
	
	imperfecto/pasado de subjuntivo

	Imperfecto de indicativo
	     que
	o

	condicional de indicativo
	
	pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo

	pluscuamperfecto de indicativo
	
	

	condicional del perfecto

 indicativo (Es raro que aparezca aquí.)
	
	


Explanation of Tables: 

· When the independent clause verb (governing verb) is in the present, future, present perfect,  future perfect, or a command, and the subjunctive is required in the subordinate clause, use the present or present perfect subjunctive. 

· However, with the independent clause verb (governing verb) in a “past time” tense —imperfect, preterit, past perfect, conditional, or conditional perfect—, use only a “past time” subjunctive: imperfect or past perfect. 

· In either case the simple subjunctive tense (present for “present time” or imperfect for “past time”) is used to express a simultaneous or future action, and the perfect tense (present perfect for “present time”, or past perfect for “past time”) is used to indicate a previous activity. 

· UNA EXCEPCIÓN – An important exception to the above notes: If the action of the dependent clause already took place and you need to indicate that, then use the past subjunctive even if the U-Weirdo verb in the independent clause is in the present or other tense of Table Number 1: 

Ejemplos:

Espero que mi hermano ganara a la lotería ayer. I hope that my brother won the lottery yesterday.

Es dudoso que los profesores calificaran todos los exámenes anoche. It is doubtful that the teachers graded all the tests last night.

Here's another, simpler way to look at the sequence of verb tenses: 

· If the independent or main clause verb is in a present or future tense, use either the present subjunctive or present perfect subjunctive, depending on whether the subjunctive verb refers to action (or presumed action) that has been completed. 

· If the main verb is in a past or conditional tense, use either the imperfect or past perfect subjunctive, depending on whether the subjunctive verb refers to action had been completed at the time of the action in the main verb. 

SPECIAL NOTE: When the independent clause verb (governing verb) is in a past tense and the subjunctive is required, a past subjunctive is almost always used. The conditional is considered a past tense.

Ejemplos:

Mis amigos esperan que yo vaya con ellos.    My friends hope that I go/will go with them.

Mis amigos esperarán que yo vaya con ellos. My friends will hope that I go/will go with them.

Mis amigos habrán esperado que yo vaya con ellos. My friends will have hoped that I go/will go with them.

Mis amigos esperan que haya ido con ellos. My friends hope that I will have gone with them.

¡Dígame que vaya con ellos! Tell me to go with them!

PERO:

Mis amigos esperaban que yo fuera con ellos.  My friends hoped, were hoping that I would go with them.

Mis amigos esperaron que yo fuera con ellos. My friends hoped/did hope that I would go with them.

Mis amigos esperarían que yo fuera con ellos. My friends would hope that I would go with them.

Mis amigos habían esperado que yo fuera con ellos. My friends had hoped that I would go with them.

Mis amigos habrían esperado que yo fuera con ellos. My friends would have hoped that I would go with them.

Mis amigos habrían esperado que yo hubiera ido con ellos. My friends would have hoped that I had gone/would have gone with them.

Mis amigos esperaban que yo hubiera ido con ellos. My friends were hoping that I had gone/would have gone with them.

IMPORTANTE:

· We have learned that the present subjunctive can stand for present or future time of the action (Ejemplo: diga = says, tells  AND will say,tell) since there is no future subjunctive, 

· Likewise, the imperfect/past subjunctive can stand for the past or conditional time of the action (Ejemplo: dijera = said, told  AND  would say, tell) since there is no conditional subjunctive.

· The same is also true for the compound subjunctive tenses: present perfect subjunctive and past perfect subjunctive (Ejemplos: haya dicho = has, have said, told AND will have had; hubiera dicho = had said, told AND would have said, told) since there are no future perfect and conditional perfect subjunctive tenses used today.

· Note the translations used as examples to review this concept.

POR FIN:

There are four total tenses of the subjunctive used nowadays for which you will be responsible:

Presente de subjuntivo (present)

Imperfecto/pasado de subjuntivo (past)

Presente perfecto de subjuntivo (present perfect)

Pluscuamperfecto de subjuntivo (past perfect)

THE FOUR TENSES OF THE SUBJUNCTIVE USED 

IN MODERN DAY SPANISH:

#1 El presente de subjuntivo:

	Formación del presente de subjuntivo:

1. Conjugate the verb - yo present indicative tense 

2. Drop the o (to get the new stem) 

3. Add opposite endings:

AR verbs: e, es, e, emos, éis, en 

ER/IR verbs: a, as, a, amos, áis, an 

Hablar: hable, hables, hable, hablemos, habléis, hablen 

Comer: coma, comas, coma, comamos, comáis, coman 

Vivir: viva, vivas, viva, vivamos, viváis, vivan 

(But...carefully with all the spelling changes, stem-changes, etc....and watch out for DISHES: dar, ir, ser, haber, estar, saber!)

NOTE: The present subjunctive can be translated: does/does do/is doing  OR will do the action.


#2 El presente perfecto del subjuntivo:

Formación del presente de perfecto del subjuntivo:

Use the present subjunctive of haber….it is one of the dishes verbs...plus the past participle of the main verb:

	yo
	
	haya
	+
	hablado
comido
vivido

abierto

visto
	
	I have spoken/eaten/lived,            opened, seen, etc.

	tú
	
	hayas
	
	
	
	

	él/ella/usted
	
	haya
	
	
	
	

	nosotros/vosotras 
	
	hayamos
	
	
	
	

	vosotros/vosotras 
	
	hayáis
	
	
	
	

	ellos/ellas/ustedes 
	
	hayan
	
	
	
	


You should review all irregular past participles: 

abrir (to open) - abierto (open)

absolver (to absolve) - absuelto

cubrir (to cover) - cubierto (covered)

decir (to say) - dicho (said)

describir (to describe) - descrito

escribir (to write) - escrito (written)

freír (to fry) - frito (fried

hacer (to do) - hecho (done)

imprimir (to print) - impreso

morir (to die) - muerto (dead)

poner (to put) - puesto (put)

resolver (to resolve) - resuelto (resolved)

romper (to break) - roto (broken)

satisfacer (to satisfy) - satisfecho

ver (to see) - visto (seen)

volver (to return) - vuelto (returned)

NOTE:The present perfect subjunctive can be translated: has/have done OR will have done the action.

#3 El pasado/imperfecto del subjuntivo:

	Formación del imperfecto del subjuntivo: 

	1. conjugate the verb - ellos preterite indicative tense

2. drop the -ron (to get the new stem) 

3. add endings: 

AR/ER/IR verbs: 

-ra, -ras, -ra, -´ramos, -rais, -ran 

OR: -se, -ses, -se, -´semos, -seis, -sen 

	hablar: hablara, hablaras, hablara, habláramos, hablarais, hablaran OR 

hablase, hablases, hablase, hablásemos, hablaseis, hablasen 

Comer: comiera, comieras, comiera, comiéramos, comierais, comieran OR 

comiese, comieses, comiese, comiésemos, comieseis, comiesen 

Vivir: viviera, vivieras, viviera, viviéramos, vivierais, vivieran OR 

Viviese, vivieses, viviese, viviésemos, vivieseis, viviesen 


BUENAS NOTICIAS: All verbs follow the pattern above...there are no irregulars that do not follow the pattern (no DISHES like the present subjunctive).

NOTE:The past subjunctive can be translated: did/did do OR would do the action.

#4 El pluscuamperfecto del subjuntivo:

Formación del pluscuamperfecto del subjuntivo:

Use the past/imperfect subjunctive of haber plus the past participle of the main verb:

	yo
	
	hubiera
	      
	hablado
comido
vivido

abierto

visto
	
	I had  spoken, eaten,

lived, opened, seen, etc.

	tú
	
	hubieras
	
	
	
	

	él/ella/usted
	
	hubiera     +
	
	
	
	

	nosotros/vosotras 
	
	hubiéramos 
	
	
	
	

	vosotros/vosotras 
	
	hubierais
	
	
	
	

	ellos/ellas/ustedes 
	
	hubieran
	
	
	
	


NOTE:The past perfect subjunctive can be translated: had done OR would have done the action.

Preparado por Parthena Draggett.

