The Thirty Years’ War in the Holy Land:  Israel and the Arabs
Why Nations Go to War by John G. Stoessinger

Directions:  Orally answer the following questions using the recording app on the ipod touch.  You can write down an answer and record the answer but I am looking for answers in your own words that demonstrate an authentic understanding of the reading.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  On page 173, the author states, “Historical tragedies do not arise from encounters in which right clashes with wrong.  They occur when right clashes with right.”  Apply this statement to the situation in the Middle East between Israel and Palestine.  How are both groups right?

2.  What was the Zionist movement, who funded it, and how did it change the ethnic composition of Palestine from 1897 – 1937?

3.  Role Play

A.  You are a Jew talking to a British official about Zionism.  What would you say to the British official in order to convince him that Britain should support the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine?

B.  Now switch places.  You are the British official.  What would you tell the Jew concerning the problems faced by British support of a Jewish state in Palestine?

4.  Describe the process by which the partition plan was adopted by the United Nations.  What was required for passage of the resolution and how was it obtained?

5.  You are David Ben Gurion.  Describe how and why you are going to arm the Jewish people before the partition plan goes into effect.

6.  You are President Harry Truman:

A.  Reporter:  President Truman, why don’t you support the United Nations partition of Palestine?

B.  ?

7.  How did the Deir Yassin massacre make peace nearly impossible between the Jews and Arabs?

