Balance of Power Vocabulary

Hegemonic Stability Theory – The idea that the world system is more stable when a single state is the dominant world power.

Balance of Power – National security is enhanced when military capabilities are distributed in the international system so no one state can dominate the others or become a hegemon.

Internal Balancing – Methods used by a state to balance the power of an aggressor by building a strong military or enhancing economic strength

External Balancing – Methods used by a state to balance the power of an aggressor by forming alliances or fostering interstate cooperation

Buck – passing – Instead of trying to stop a potential hegemon a state will attempt to deflect the responsibility to another state.

Example: Before WWII the Soviet Union knew that Hitler was dangerous and tried to enter into an alliance with Britain to contain Germany’s power. When this failed Stalin entered into a non-aggression pact with Hitler.

Bloodletting – When a state tries to prolong a conflict against two rival states to increase its own relative power.

Example: The Soviet Union was hoping the UK and France would fight Hitler in a prolonged war and all three countries would be weakened, thereby increasing the power of the Soviet Union.

Chain-ganging – When a state sees its own security tied to the security of an alliance partner. If the ally is attacked the state will go to war.

Example: Before WWI Europe was divided into two major alliance systems. These alliance systems dragged most of the European great powers into the war because they were worried about their internal security.

Bandwagoning – When a weaker state joins a stronger aggressor state for various reasons such as territorial gain or protection.

Example: Finland joined with Hitler’s Germany during WWII because it had no support from the Allies and feared the Soviet Union’s power.
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