Tools of Geography Vocabulary

Diplomacy – Official political contact among governments; the carrying out of foreign policy. Here is a list of countries the U.S. does not have diplomatic relations with:

· Bhutan, Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Taiwan

Embassy – The chief diplomatic representation of one country to another; usually a house in the capital.

Ambassador – The highest-ranking diplomat who represents a nation.

Bilateral Treaty – A treaty signed between two states or parties. 

Multilateral Treaty – A treaty signed between many states or parties such as the Geneva Conventions or International Law of the Sea.

Persona non grata – Means an “unwelcome person”. A country can apply this term to foreign diplomats, which means they are not allowed to enter the country.

Consulate – A diplomatic mission that is ranked below an embassy. Usually, the U.S. will maintain consulates in large cities to assist U.S. citizens overseas.

Casus Belli – Latin expression that means justification for the act of war.

· Spanish American War – Sinking of the USS Maine
· World War I – Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand
· World War II – Gleiwitz Incident
· The Six-Day War – Blocking of the Straits of Tiran by Egyptian navy
· Gulf of Tonkin Incident – Vietnam War

Asymmetric Warfare – A war between belligerents whose military capabilities differ significantly. Usually, one power is much weaker than the other power and this leads to unconventional warfare. An example is the U.S. versus the Vietcong in the Vietnam War.

Collateral Damage – Incidental destruction of civilians or non-combatant property during a time of war.

International Criminal Court – Permanent court to prosecute people for crimes against humanity, genocide, and war crimes.

International Court of Justice – Primary judicial organ of the United Nations. Its main function is to settle legal disputes sent to it by states.

Law of the Sea – An international agreement that defines the rights and responsibilities of nations in their use of the world’s oceans.

Geneva Conventions – A treaty that establishes international conventions for the humanitarian treatment of victims of war.
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