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All human activity takes place in response to the demand for the satisfaction of human desires and needs. In supplying their material needs human groups in different parts of the earth generally follow different occupations in which their geographic surroundings and their degree of progress give them the greatest chance of success. In any human group, the ways in which a livelihood is gotten are denoted by the term, mode of life. Two different views are identified in the study of the interrelationship between man and his environment. 
The first V\view is to maintain the absolute nature of the relationship, which has been labeled Environmentalism or Geographical Determinism. The second view can be termed Geographical Voluntarism or Possibilism; which means that the will of man is a basic actor both in his own conduct and in his fundamental activities thus denying the influence, if any, of the natural elements on man.
Determinism is the doctrine which stubbornly postulates that all events are the inevitable result of preexisting geographic conditions and that the human being, in acts of apparent choice, is the mechanical expression of his hereditary and past environment. Determinism emphasizes the dominant influence of physical forces in shaping man's characteristics and his modes of thought and life. According to this view, the mode of life of different people is enforced upon them by the character of their habitat. Nature determines the kind of work and the mode of life of any people. Man is given only a passive role. Fredrich Ratzel was responsible for the development of the concepts of determinism, which was further expanded by Ellsworth Huntington.
Vidal de La Blache, reflecting on this, often spoke of environmental possibilities, which led to possibilism. Feber was the propounder of the concept of possibilism. This concept indicates that physical environment is passive and man is the active agent, at liberty to choose between a wide range of environmental possibilities. According to possibilism, the pattern of human activity is the result of the initiative and mobility of man operating within the natural framework. 
Nowadays the role of natural elements in conditioning, though not controlling human activities, is often lost sight of. To counteract this degrading tendency and to rebuild the old Determinism on a newer footing, some leading geographers are preaching the determinists doctrines in an altered form, which approximates very closely to possibilism. It is the stop and Go-Determinism propagated by Griffith Taylor, which means one should regulate one's activity, as a red light acts for traffic regulations.
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