APHG/Jenkins
Unit 1 – Nature and Perspectives

Mental Map of Hiram – Due Monday August 19th       

Your goal is to get some sense of what is where in your head about where you live…

On a piece of paper no larger than a poster board and no smaller than an 8 ½ x 11 piece of plain white paper, please draw your mental map of the Hiram area. Please make sure you include the Hwy 278 strip, your home address and HHS in your map. Show as much detail as you can, and remember to make the map accurate in terms of what is important to you, such as the places you eat, work, walk, recreate, friends’ houses, etc. Leave off things that are not important. Finally, make sure you include your own made-up symbols and associated legend for Landmarks (prominent points of interest), Pathways (streets, routes to….), Districts (downtown, shopping), Nodes (meeting places, centers where streets or pathways cross), Edges (obvious breaks or boundaries between areas). 
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· I don’t want a road map so don’t even look at one! Just draw what you know in your head.

When your map is complete, please answer the following on a separate piece of paper:

1. What do you personally consider to be the most important features you drew on your map? Why ? How do these features/places shape your “sense of place?

2. Briefly infer as to why certain businesses or houses are located where they are on your map? 

3. Briefly discuss how you think people have influenced the physical and/or cultural environment in a particular area noted on your map?

4. How long have you lived in the Hiram area? How has this affected your mental map?

5. Do you have a car, a bicycle? Do you walk everywhere? Has this affected your mental map?

6. At this point you can take a look at a street (cartographic) map of the Hiram, GA area. Good sources of on-line city maps are Google Maps, Yahoo Maps or the Map Quest WWW site. If you use Map Quest: 

· Click on the orange globe labeled Maps
· Find a street map by city
· Type in Hiram for the city and GA for the state
· Zoom into the map until you get a street map of Hiram
6A. 	How does your mental map compare to the street map? Consider differences in detail, distances, directions, etc.
6B.	What do the differences between the way you think of the Danbury area and the way it “actually” is on a street (cartographic) map imply?

