I. Geography – Nature & Perspectives Vocabulary List

Directions: Create Flashcards for each word by writing at least a two-sentence definition IN YOUR OWN WORDS. Also include two or three examples. It is suggested that you research words in your book and on the Internet.  Word to the wise, the glossary is not your friend, reading the page on which you find the word will be your best friend. 
Quiz will be Wednesday, August 14.
1. Cartography: The science of mapmaking 

2. Cultural landscape: How the natural landscape looks as a result of human intervention.  (Local Example: Hiram used to be mainly farmland.) 
3. Sequent occupance: The notion that, throughout history, successive societies leave their cultural imprints on a place, each contributing to the cumulative cultural landscape.  (Examples: Religious Temples from various religious groups)
4. Space-  Refers to the physical gap or interval between two objects.  
5. Scale- In cartography (map making) this would be the relationship between the real world object and the representation of that object on the map (Ex: object is 100 inches in reality but only 10 inches on the map; therefore the map scale is 10:1inches)

6. Projection: Scientifically transferring a 3D location on the Earth’s surface into a flat map

7. Geographic Information System: Computer application that stores, analyzes, and layers different geographic information

8. Remote Sensing: Using satellites or other long-range methods to acquire information about the Earth’s surface (weather stations use this for analyzing where it is raining etc)

9. Global Positioning System: accurately determines the precise location of something on Earth.

10. Distribution: The arrangement of something across the Earth’s surface.
11. Clustered: where geographic phenomenon is found close together across the Earth 

12. Dispersed: where geographic phenomenon is found far apart across the Earth 
13. Pattern- A common property of distribution, which is the geometric arrangement of objects in space.  Some features are organized in a geometric pattern, whereas others are distributed irregularly.  (Ex: Geographers observe that many objects form a linear distribution, such as the arrangement of houses along a street or stations along a subway line.)

14. Arithmetic density: The total number of people divided by the total land area.  
15. Physiological density: The number of people per unit of area of arable land, which is land suitable for agriculture.  (This is important because it relates to how much land is being used by how many people.)
16. Hearth:
The region/place from which innovative ideas originate.  (the origin of diffusion)

17. Diffusion: The process of spreading a feature or trend from one place to another over time.

18. Relocation diffusion: The spread of an idea through physical movement of people from one place to another. (Spread of AIDS from New York, California, & Florida to the rest of the US).

19. Expansion diffusion: The spread of a feature from one place to another in a snowballing process.  This can happen in 3 ways:

20. Hierarchical diffusion: The spread of an idea from persons of authority/power to other persons or from large urban centers to smaller cites/places  (Ex: hip-hop/rap music moving from NYC to LA and Chicago before hitting even smaller cities)

21. Contagious diffusion: The rapid, widespread diffusion of a characteristic throughout the population. (Ex: ideas placed on the internet)

22. Stimulus diffusion: the spread of an underlying principle, even though the characteristic itself apparently fails to diffuse. (Ex: Idea of the monotheistic God diffused into Christianity and Islam from Judaism even though the entire faith was not included)
23. Environmental determinism: A 19th- and early 20th-century approach to the study of geography that argued that the physical environment caused human activities (Ex: hunting and gathering in the arctic rather than crop farming because the environment cannot sustain it)
24. Possibilism- The physical environment may limit some human actions, but people have the ability to adjust to their environment. (Ex:The use of greenhouses for farming)
25. Absolute location: Position on Earth’s surface using the coordinate system of longitude (that runs from North to South Pole) and latitude (that runs parallel East to West).

26. Relative location: Position on Earth’s surface relative to other features. (Ex: My house is North of Downtown Dallas).

27. Site: The physical characteristics of a place (Myrtle Beach’s site consists of the ocean, 5 main highways (17 Business, 17 Bypass, 501, 31, and 22), flat land, and sandy soil)
28. Situation: The location of a place relative to other places. (Ex: Hiram’s situation is approximately halfway between Acworth, GA and Douglasville, GA)
29. Globalization: A force or process that makes a local concept become a global phenomenon
30. Connectivity- The relationships among people and ideas across the barrier of space.  
31. Accessibility- The degree of ease with which it is possible to reach certain location from other locations.  Accessibility varies from place to place based on physical or technological differences and can be measured. (Ex: internet access, mountains, rivers, land type, etc)
32. Space Time Compression- The reduction in the time it takes to diffuse something to a distant place, as a result of improved communications and transportation system. (Ex: The internet allows me to instantly send a message to my friend in California without waiting for the Postal Service)
33. Friction of Distance- is based on the notion that distance usually requires some amount of effort, money, and/or energy to overcome. Because of this "friction," spatial interactions will tend to take place more often over shorter distances; quantity of interaction will decline with distance. (Ex: I talk more to my friends in West Georgia than I do my friend in California)
34. Distance Decay- The diminishing in importance and eventual disappearance of a phenomenon with increasing distance from its origin.  Typically, the farther away one group is from another, the less likely the two groups are to interact.  (Ex: Often minority families will be less likely to continue strict cultural adherence the farther they are from a community that is predominantly their ethnicity)
35. Networks- defined by Manuel Castells as a set of interconnected nodes without a center. (Ex: Airports)
36. Formal Region- (uniform) or homogenous region is an area within which everyone shares in common one or more distinctive characteristics.  The shared feature could be a cultural value such as a common language, or an environmental climate.
37. Functional Region- (nodal region) Area organized around a node or focal point.  The characteristic chosen to define a functional region dominates at a central focus or node and diminishes in importance outward.  ( Ex: Newspaper distribution; lots of people will use that paper in the city where it is printed but more and more will chose to read another paper the farther from that city you get)
38. Vernacular Region- (Perceptual Region) is a place that people believe exists as a part of their cultural identity.  Such regions emerge from people’s informal sense of place rather than from scientific models developed through geographic thought. (Ex: Southern Region of the US: who’s included? Not everyone agrees, no physical demarcation)
39. Toponym- Often referred to as a place’s given name on Earth. (Ex: Hiram, GA)
