[bookmark: _GoBack]“SHOULD GOVERNMENTS GLOBALLY BE IMPLEMENTING ANTINATALIST POLICIES & POPULATION CONTROL MEASURES?”  SCORED DISCUSSION GUIDELINES
Topic:  In light of our ever-increasing population and given the doubling rate, do you believe governments should be implementing anti-natalist policies and population control measures?  Give consideration to this issue from the myriads angles involved.  Consider the costs and benefits that populations bring.  Give consideration to Malthusian, Neo-Malthusian, & Anti-Malthusian thought, as well as the myriad case studies of population policies that you have reviewed.  
Before the Seminar
1. Read and prepare your text before the seminar. Be ready to discuss the text and topic like the scholar you are! You should make notes in the following ways:
· Read Chapter 2 – all key issues and complete ALL corresponding GDQs
· Read and watch the recommended resources on the back of this document!!!
· Highlight important passages/ideas and make notes about what you want to bring to the discussion.
· Use post-it notes or notecards to note specific passages and/or write your thoughts and questions.
· You want to be able to easily reference the text and supplemental articles, so write down page #s, passages, or primary source documents that you can reference in discussion.
· You need to find at least one relevant outside source, read or watch it ahead of time, and bring some insight from it into the discussion.  This is your TICKET INTO THE DISCUSSION & MUST BE REFERENCED DURING THE DISCUSSION (this will garner you extra points!)!

2. Prepare three opening question that have no single right answer in case you are called upon to open the discussion. Things to consider:
· Analytic categories…develop questions or statements by thinking through our analytic categories (think about our class themes/concepts/units).  Particularly notable for the topic of POPULATION are the geographical, environmental, social, political, & economic aspects.  Also, think about fundamental issues like the impact of rapid population growth and decline.
· Ask about viewpoint, perspectives (realist, pessimist, optimist, etc.)
· Examine the title, or tone of the topic/content, or connect to current issues, themes, etc.
· Ask, “how do I feel about population growth?” (but then support your position with EVIDENCE, not just “feeling”
· Ask questions that explore your own interpretation of the topic
· Ask about importance: “So what…?” “What does it matter that…” “What does it mean that...”
During the Seminar
RULES FOR PARTICIPATION
· Be courteous. No put-downs or sarcasm.
· Allow each speaker enough time to begin and finish his or her thoughts – don’t interrupt.
· Involve others in the discussion and ask others to elaborate on their responses.
· Build on what others say: ask questions, re-state and add, clarify, synthesize a variety of different views in your own summary.
· Use your best active listening skills: nod, make eye contact, provide feedback, and listen carefully to others.
· Participate openly, knowing you may pass whenever you need to.
· Support your opinions with evidence from the text. 
· Remember the goal is EXPLORATION – keep an open mind and push for deeper and deeper interpretations. 
· Support what you say with HISTORIC EVIDENCE!
PROPER RESPONSES TO THE STATEMENT OF OTHERS INCLUDE:
· I agree with…but would like to add…
· I disagree with…but would like to add…
· I am confused by…
· My feeling about this piece ties right back to (such and such a line)
· The author has clearly stated in line 22 that…
· It may not say this in the text, but we can conclude…because is the past…
· Could you restate that? Or could you clarify that?
· Paraphrases of other students: “Nicole, what did you understand Amy to say?”
SCORING GUIDELINES FOR DISCUSSION:
Your ticket into the discussion is an outside source (document, article, etc.) on population that would help you present evidence or examples for your arguments in this discussion.  These documents can be religious, political, economic, etc.  One great non-print resource are Ted Talks at www.ted.com – these videos are from conferences around the world on myriad topics. I recommend you watch a few of these – some may be over your head, but challenge yourself to watch/listen/read something more academically challenging than you are accustomed to doing.  We don’t grow from ease, rather we grow from discomfort (like when we exercise!)   The following are highly recommended resources for preparation: 

Article from Taking Sides: “Is Humankind Dangerously Harming the Environment?” (will post PDF on website – if it’s not on there, e-mail Mrs. Leonard to remind her! )

China’s One-Child Policy (Anti-Natalist)
· http://geography.about.com/od/populationgeography/a/onechild.htm
· http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/understanding-chinas-one-child-policy-7330
· http://www.usatoday.com/news/story/2012-07-25/China-forced-abortions/56465974/1
· http://www.economist.com/blogs/analects/2012/06/consequences-one-child-policy
· http://www.economist.com/blogs/dailychart/2011/08/chinas-one-child-policy
· http://www.snagfilms.com/films/title/chinas_lost_girls (You should have already watched this as part of your HW)

Pro-Natalist Issues
· http://www.preservearticles.com/2011120718189/what-is-pro-natalist-policies-of-population.html
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/population/managing_population_rev1.shtml (Read through all 7 pages)
· http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1584142,00.html
· http://www.learner.org/vod/vod_window.html?pid=474 – video “Population transition in Italy” – (pop-up blocker needs to be turned off)
· Italy, Germany, Japan, Denmark, & the Netherlands, as well as numerous others, make for good case studies of pro-natalist policies that you can research and add to the discussion.
· Of course, www.ted.com always proves to have some interesting insight on various world topics as well!

Scoring:
Upon entrance into the discussion, everyone who says something relevant will receive a 70%.  You can gain or lose points through the following scenarios.

	POSITIVE POINTS
	NEGATIVE POINTS

	Taking a position:  +2
	Not Paying Attention (in inner or outer circle): -2

	Relevant Comment: +1
	Off-task while in outer circle: -2

	Using evidence: +2  (particularly geographic evidence!!!)
	Interruption: -2

	Including others:  +1
	Making an irrelevant comment: -1	

	Clarifying question: +1 
	Monopolizing: -3	

	Making an analogy or providing an example: +2 (particularly a geographical analogy or example!!!)
	Making a personal attack: -3

	Recognizing Contradictions: +2
	

	Recognizing Irrelevance: +2
	

	Referencing an outside source or document +5 
	



Alternate Assignment: If you were absent the day of the scored discussion, then you may complete an alternate assignment.  The assignment is to write a 5 paragraph persuasive essay responding to the scored discussion question, with arguments given to support your selection.  
The alternate assignment will also be scored using the scored discussion rubric (position, evidence, referencing primary source(s), etc.).
