AP Human Geography UNITED NATIONS SIMULATION
Prompt: You are the new members of the Security Council, and you will meet at the “U.N. Center” to discuss a very serious situation that requires your attention, and if you choose, your intervention.

Detrimental Situation: A week ago, Syria invaded Lebanon.  Sensing that the timing was right, they seized on the recent Lebanese unrest.  They have taken over the government, closed all roads into the country, and blocked all planes and boats from leaving or arriving. They have further declared that the state of Lebanon no longer exists. 

The reason they give is that most of the people in Lebanon belong to one ethnic and religious group - Sunni Muslims - which is the same as the current ruling party in Syria. They say that the people of Lebanon are tired of poverty and political struggle, and that they want to be a part of Syria. 

However, in spite of recent political tensions and infighting, the people of Lebanon have resisted the take-over. Many civilians died as the Syrian army moved through the country. Many are now starving as food supplies are cut off and there are very few medical supplies available, and many people in need of them. Any foreign journalists in Lebanon have been detained, and there has been no word as to their whereabouts.

Electricity is cut in many parts of the country. The nights are very cold, and the situation is worsening every day. There are unconfirmed reports of an outbreak of tuberculosis.

The Security Council must decide what to do: How to deal with Syria? What about the people of Lebanon - do they really want to be a part of Syria? What international treaties have Lebanon violated? What about the humanitarian side of the issue, with food and medical supplies in very short supply.

The Security Council can issue recommendations, send in peacekeeping troops, a multilateral force, issue sanctions against Syria and order humanitarian supplies be shipped to Lebanon. What do you want to do? How do you want to use your power?

Remember that every country has a different official position on this situation - some are allies with Syria, some are not. Some favor no intervention, and some want to use the maximum force available.

In a civil manner, you must decide how to respond to this crisis in the world. 
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Syria 

You consider an intervention to be an infringement of Syria's sovereignty. 

You must dissuade the UN from any action. 

Japan 

You support the UN. You are not allies with Syria or Lebanon. You are concerned about cost of any intervention. 

China 

Although you are a permanent member of the Security Council, you are not an UN enthusiast. You don't care about Syria. You don't want an intervention. 

Brazil 
You support intervention and harsh punishment for Syria. You are not so concerned about the humanitarian issues. 

Israel 

You don't want to get involved politically in this situation. But you would like the peace to be restored in this region as soon as possible, especially given your past history with these two Arab neighbors. 

France 

You don't think an intervention is an appropriate solution. You would like to solve this "politically" and get good press for your specific efforts.  You see your veto power as a permanent member to be a power negotiating tool.
Sweden 

You want the bloodshed to stop as quickly as possible. Do what it takes, but save lives. Open to send humanitarian relief. Have money. 

Costa Rica 

You are giving long speeches at the assembly about peace and remind everyone that Costa Rica does not have an army. You support a "political solution" and humanitarian relief. You are not enthusiastic about an intervention. 

Vietnam 

You are definitely against intervention. You are tired of the UN intervening in the affairs of sovereign nations. 

Australia 

Wants to send humanitarian aid but don't want to get involved in any military intervention. 

Canada 

You are very favorable of a military intervention for both political and humanitarian reasons. Depending on the concrete conditions, you might even be willing to send your own troops. 

Ecuador 

You think the UN should focus an other issues, of more import for your country. You don't really care. 

Ethiopia 

You definitely want humanitarian aid to be sent. You might agree to protect it by light military, but cannot agree on strong military intervention. 

Estonia 

You are a new & enthusiastic member of the UN. You strongly support punishment (including military intervention) for those who violate borders. Would send your own troops, but don't have many. 

Russia
Your interest in Syria and the rest of the Middle East stems mostly from the oil supplies it possesses.  You still consider yourself a major world power, although you are not as strong as you were during the Cold War.  You are willing to use your power on the Security Council to make sure your economic interests are served.
The United States
Given your recent involvement in Iraq and ongoing support of Israel, you view this as an imminent threat the security of the region.  You will veto any decision that does not bring stability back to the Middle East. 
Great Britain
Your nation has grown tired of its involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Because of this, you are highly reluctant to dedicate more troops to any peace keeping mission.  You may be willing to support the cause monetarily, however.
