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 In Food, Inc., filmmaker Robert Kenner lifts the veil on our nation's food industry, exposing the highly mechanized underbelly that has been hidden from the American consumer with the consent of our government's regulatory agencies, USDA and FDA. Our nation's food supply is now controlled by a handful of corporations that often put profit ahead of consumer health, the livelihood of the American farmer, the safety of workers and our own environment. We have bigger-breasted chickens, the perfect pork chop, herbicide-resistant soybean seeds, even tomatoes that won't go bad, but we also have new strains of E. coli—the harmful bacteria that causes illness for an estimated 73,000 Americans annually. We are riddled with widespread obesity, particularly among children, and an epidemic level of diabetes among adults.

Featuring interviews with such experts as Eric Schlosser (Fast Food Nation), Michael Pollan (The Omnivore's Dilemma, In Defense of Food: An Eater's Manifesto) along with forward thinking social entrepreneurs like Stonyfield's Gary Hirshberg and Polyface Farms' Joel Salatin, Food, Inc. reveals surprising—and often shocking truths—about what we eat, how it's produced, who we have become as a nation and where we are going from here.

As you are watching the film and also reflecting on its main ideas, please answer any FOUR of the first EIGHT questions and QUESTION #9. Please feel free to ask questions why we are watching the film and I will stop our viewing and we can discuss as a class! 
Questions #1 through 8 go in order in relation to the topics covered in the sequence of the film.

1. Do animals have the right to a certain quality of life?
2. Do people have the right to know what is in their food?
3. Who is responsible for keeping our food safe?
4. Should access to healthy food be a right for everyone?
5. When deciding what to eat, how much should we consider the workers who pick, process, and transport it?
6. Does it matter to you which food companies produce your food?
7. Should companies be able to own the DNA contained in plant seeds?
8. Should a company have the power to decide what information to give consumers about the food it produces?
9. What do you think are the TWO most important points related to the concept discussed in class of “production to consumption” which were brought out by this film and discuss why they were significant to you? Please give examples from the film to support your reasoning. Likewise, please give examples in your response that reflect how the concepts brought up in this film might/might not change your own perspective on how you view the food you consume on a day to day basis?
Feel free to use the film’s websites and LIKE their Facebook page for additional resources: 

http://www.foodincmovie.com/
http://www.takepart.com/video/michael-pollan%E2%80%99s-food-rules-animated
