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PASSAIC COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

DEVELOPMENTAL ENGLISH

COURSE SYLLABUS Fall 2006

INSTRUCTOR:




OFFICE:








PHONE:





EMAIL:





OFFICE HOURS:

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Developmental English (EN004) focuses on the writing process, which includes drafting, revising and editing. Emphasis is placed on fluency and competency in Standard English. To qualify for Composition I (EN101), students are required to write a five paragraph expository essay, which will be scored using the holistic scoring method, and to receive a minimum grade of "C" in this course. 
REQUIRED TEXTS:
Anker, Susan. Real Essays with Readings, 2nd Edition. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006.
Dictionary (provided free with textbook purchase)

REQUIRED SUPPLIES:
Pocket-Folder – This folder will be used for your Reading Journal and your essays.
Optional:  
Gandhi-Rao, Sapna, McCormack,Naria, Trelenberg, Elizabeth. The Bedford/St.Martin’s ESL Workbook. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of this course  the student will be able to:
1. List strategies for use before writing, while writing, and after writing.

2. Use appropriate strategies to create and edit text.

3. Write an expository essay at the introductory college level

4. Write a summary of a reading at the introductory college level

GRADING:

To receive a passing grade of “C” or better, students must pass the department final exam.  A score of “8” is considered passing although students who have done well throughout the semester may be passed with a score of 7.  

Determination of the Final Grade
· A passing score on the final exam, as described above, is a prerequisite to be eligible for a grade in this course which is then determined as outlined below:
· Completion of assigned work (essays, exams, readings, homework, lab)

55% 

· Ability to proofread and correct for errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling
30%
· Effort and Attitude in the Classroom and in writing lab



15%

Attendance:  You are expected to attend all class meetings and to be on time. Absence for any reason does not excuse you from responsibility for class work or assignments missed.  You are expected to contact your professor if you miss class and to make-up assignments missed.
WRITING LAB:
EN 004 students are required to attend Lab (ASRC, A204) one hour a week.  A lab orientation session will be scheduled for all sections during the second week of the semester.

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
· WEBSITE for Real Essays with Readings, 2nd Edition: 

 http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/realessays/

Check out the Student Resources.  You instructor will assign specific tasks using the student 
resources during the semester.

· The English Department website can be accessed from the PCCC Home Page: www.pccc.cc.nj.us (Click: Academics, Departments, English, Developmental)
· The PCCC library home page, which can be accessed from the PCCC Home Page above.  
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
If you have a disability and believe you need accommodations in my classroom, please see 
your counselor or the Special Needs Counselor, or contact the secretary in the Counseling 
Department at ext. 5568. If you require testing accommodations, you must notify the 
Special Needs Counselor one week in advance of the test.

CLASROOM POLICIES  :Cell phones are to be turned off before entering the classroom.  If there is a need for it to remain on, notify the instructor before class begins.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
 

Plagiarism: The student handbook has defined plagiarism as: 
“The term ‘plagiarism’ includes, but is not limited to, the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials” (p 41 of Student Handbook, term J). 
 

Cheating: Cheating includes any attempt to defraud, deceive, or mislead a professor in arriving 
at an honest grade assessment. Giving unauthorized help to other students also constitutes 
cheating.  
 
The penalty for plagiarism or cheating in any aspect of course work may result in a failing grade for the course. 
Course Requirements

Writing:

Essays: Students are expected to write and revise at least four essays during the semester and pass the final exam for a total of FIVE essays. These essays must be at least four paragraphs long.  See attached EN004 scoring rubric for criteria for passing essays. 
Summaries: Students are also expected to write two summaries, which will require the use of direct and indirect quotation.  Through summary work, students will be introduced to parenthetical documentation using MLA style. 

Sentence Skills: 
Sentence skills are taught as part of the EN004 curriculum.  See the course outline for details. 


Grammar and Usage:



Developmental English employs the writing process approach to develop students’ writing skills. 
Grammar, punctuation and usage errors are covered on an individual basis and taught as part of 
the editing stage of the writing process. 
As a result, many of the grammar and usage topics 
do not 
appear on the syllabus but will be covered through individualized prescriptions for 
the writing lab, individualized homework assignments, class homework assignments, and 
in-class tutorials.  See the attached scoring rubric and refer to Part Four of the textbook for 
an overview of the grammar, punctuation, and usage skills students must acquire in EN004.

XIV. Course Outline: This represents a typical course sequence, but the contents are subject to
          change.
Week 1:
Day 1: 
Welcome




Pretest Essay: Topic provided by English Department




Review pretest as time permits, make recommendations for possible 




level adjustments.

Homework Assignment: Text: pp. XXIX – XXXIV, Answer questions on p. XXXV.  Read Chapter 1.



Day 2:
Introduction to Course 





Adjust student placements based upon results of pre-testing

Syllabus review

Discuss Diagnostic Test and how to access it online 
Introductory Activity: Class member introductions or alternate class 
warm-up activity, such as small group discussion of answers to questions 
on p. xxxv 

Review Chapter 1 as necessary; highlight pp. 6 – 21, reviewing 
analysis, synthesis, evaluation and the critical thinking guide. Highlight 
summary writing.
Discuss answers to Practice 1, pp. 7-8

Homework Assignment: Text: p. 20, Practice 4, Number 1 
Complete Diagnostic Test on Companion Website
Week 2
:
Day 1: Key Skills for Writing about Reading 



Review Practice 20, Number 1



Share Practice 20, Number 1 - summaries in groups



Chapter 19: Writing Summaries: Read material on p. 279 in text; review 




basics of a summary, discuss summary on p. 280; review Writing Guide, 




p. 281. 





Do summary assignment on p.282




Share summaries in groups

Homework Assignment: Pick ONE of the summary assignments on 
p.283 and complete it for the next class; Remind class about Diagnostic 
Test

Collect and grade summary



Day 2:  Individualized Lab Prescriptions  








Provide lab prescriptions based upon assessment of pretest, 





diagnostic testing, and summary assignment




Assign Reading Journal – Due Week 13, Day 1




**Reading Journal Activity**




 Read five of the essays in Chapter 42, p. 605 or alternated as assigned 




 by your instructor.  





Complete the “Summarize and Respond” activity at the end of each 




of the readings. Keep Reading Journal in Class Folder.




Review Basic Sentence Structure





Lecture on and provide examples of basic sentence parts





Class Activity:  Chapter 21, pp.327 – 336 in small groups; check 




answers




Homework Assignment: Read Chapter 2, pp.24 – 32; Do all Practice 




Activities; Start Reading Journal Activity

Week 3:
Day 1:  Writing Basics





Review Chapters 2 and 3; Read “Jesse’s Determination,” p. 137. Answer 



questions 1 – 9 in small groups and discuss





Work through Finding and Exploring Your Topic





Use “A Problem,” societal topic on p. 33





As a class, work through process of narrowing and exploring 




Homework Assignment: Read Chapters 4 and 5; Work on Practice 




activities
                         
 
Day 2:  Writing Your Thesis




Work through Chapters 4 and 5 with the class; review selected practices 




completed for homework.  




Class Activity: Do Chapter 6, pp.72 – 77; if time, work as a class to 




develop a plan of support for ONE of the thesis statements on p. 65





Homework Assignment:  Develop a thesis and plan for your Essay #1; 




Use one of the topics suggested in Chapters 4 or 5 or pick a new one
Week 4: 


Day 1:   Writer’s Workshop: Review the essay plans for Essay # 1.  Write 



  essays in class.  Collect and grade. 




  Homework Assignment: Read Chapter 7 and 8 and do Practice 



  Activities.  



Day 2:   Review Drafting and Revising




  Discuss Chapters 7 and 8
  Return essay # 1
  Review Compound Sentence Structure, Chapter 29, pp. 458 – 465
  Homework Assignment: Revise Essay #1

Week 5:

Day 1:  Writing an Essay Using Illustration 




 Read sample essays and work in groups on Chapter 10, pp. 133 – 148





 Review Writing Guide: Illustration, pp. 147 - 149





 Homework Assignment: Read “On Compassion,” (Use, if needed, as 




 a Reading Journal entry).  





Write Essay #2: Choose from p.624 or one from pp.145 - 147



Day 2:  Complex Sentence Review

 Class Activity:  pp. 465 – 468; Do editing review activities


 Read sample essays and work in groups on Chapter 14, Definition, 


 pp.196 – 206



 Homework Assignment:  Complete unfinished class work

Week 6:


Day 1:
Writer’s Workshop: Revise Essay #2 during class. Collect and grade. 




  
MIDTERM Homework Assignment: Read “Age Compression,” pp. 




667 – 669 answer the critical reading questions. (Use, if needed, as 




a Reading Journal entry).  

           
Day 2: Discuss “Age Compression.”  Review midterm topic/s.

Week 7:

Day 1:
Midterm, Essay 3, in class



             Day 2:
Midterm, Essay 3, in class




Week 8:

Day 1:
Midterm Conferences




Work on Chapter 31, Sentence Variety, pp. 480 – 496





Homework Assignment: Revise midterm after conference

             Day 2:
Midterm Conferences




Work on Chapter 31, Sentence Variety, pp. 480 – 496





Homework Assignment: Revise midterm after conference

Week 9:

Day 1:
Writing an Essay Using Comparison and Contrast 






 Read sample essays and work in groups on Chapter 15, pp. 212 – 224





 Review Writing Guide: Comparison and Contrast, pp. 227 – 229





 Homework Assignment: Read “The Inkblot Test, (Use, if needed, as 




 a Reading Journal entry)




Write Draft of Essay #4: Choose from p.681 or one from pp. 224 - 227




    Day 2: Comparison and Contrast: In-Class Workshop

Share your essay in groups and get feedback for revision
     
   
Homework Assignment: Complete essay, due Day 2, next week
Week 10:
Day 1:
    
Direct and Indirect Quotation




Work with class to complete Chapter 38, pp.580 – 588





Work with class to “Avoid Plagiarism,” pp. 305 - 311





 Homework Assignment:  Read “The Dare” and “Fitting In” pp. 714 -




 717 (Use, if needed, as a Reading Journal entries)


Day 2:
    
Writing a Report: Combining Summary with Analysis  





Review pp.283 – 290 with the class 





Discuss the essays “The Dare” and “Fitting In” pp. 714 -717 





Homework Assignment:  Write a report analyzing how each writer 




dealt with the pressure to fit in. Due Day 2, next week   
Week 11:
Day 1:
     
Writing an Essay Using Argument  






 

Read sample essays and work in groups on Chapter 17, pp. 246 – 249





Review Writing Guide: Argument, pp. 263 – 264



Day 2:

Writing an Essay Using Argument (continued)





Continue work on argument; Small groups work to develop an essay 




plan for Assignment #3. 




Report Due





Homework Assignment: Use Assignment #3 or alternative from pp. 




260 – 262 and write Essay # 5, an argument. Draft due Day 1 next 




week
Week 12: 
Day 1:
     
Writing Workshop





Share draft of your essay #5 in small groups; use feedback to revise;





Homework Assignment: Revise essay for next class

Day 2: 
             Practice Final Workshop



Group work on Holistic Scoring; use old final exams for scoring 





practice with the class. (Contact department secretary for samples).
Week 13:
Day 1:    
Review and discuss Sample Student Research Essay, pp. 321 -324





Read and Discuss Final Exam Assignment




Reading Journals Due


Day 2:
  
Discussion of final exam topics
Week 14:
Day 1:    
Final Exam 

Day 2:    
Final Exam 


    

Week 15:
Day 1:

Holistic Scoring: English Classes do not meet 


Day 2:

Holistic Scoring: English Classes do not meet
Holistic Scoring Rubric 

Guidelines for the evaluation of student writing include

1. fluency or the amount written

2. quantity and quality of detail 

3. complexity of ideas

4. organization, which includes coherence and unity 

5. correctness, which includes the ability to use standard English, the ability to use appropriate punctuation, and the ability to spell correctly
· High Order Correctness Concerns: Basic capitalization, including “I” and the capitalization of sentences; numerous sentence fragments; little or no control over the spelling of present, past and past participle verb forms; multiple and/or frequent Confused Word Errors;  gross errors in spelling

· Middle Order Correctness Concerns: S/V agreement; Consistency of Tense; Apostrophe errors; Run-on and Comma Splice errors; ESL-type errors

· Low Order Correctness Concerns: Pronoun Consistency; Parallelism

Score (6)

The essay exhibits the highest level of competency in all five standards. 

The essay contains 5 very well-defined, well-organized and detailed paragraphs. There is an engaging, multi-sentence introduction, which contains a clearly stated thesis. There are 3 body paragraphs which adequately, accurately and effectively support the thesis statement. There is a separate concluding paragraph. There are no high, medium, or low order errors.  

Score (5) 

The essay exhibits a high level of competency in all five standards. 

The essay contains 5 well defined, well-organized and detailed paragraphs. There is an introduction, which contains a clearly stated thesis. There are 3 body paragraphs which adequately, accurately and effectively support the thesis statement. There is a separate concluding paragraph. The essay has neither high nor medium order errors in correctness. 


Score (4)
The essay exhibits medium-to-high levels of competency in all five standards and a medium-to-high level order of correctness. 

The essay contains at least 4 defined and organized paragraphs, including an introduction, which may be a single sentence introduction stating the thesis, at least 2 body paragraphs which adequately support the thesis and a concluding paragraph. A few medium and/or low order errors in correctness might be present. 

Score (3)
The essay exhibits medium-to-low levels of competency in all five standards. However, even though some of the five writing standards are met, the essay demonstrates low levels of competency either in complexity of ideas, organization, and/or correctness

The essay might not relate clearly to one of the assigned topics, might not contain 4 paragraphs, might lack a clearly stated thesis, might lack organization and/or adequate support, and might have several high, medium and low order errors in correctness. 


Score (2) 
The essay exhibits low levels of competency in all five standards. 

The essay might not relate to one of the assigned topics, might not contain at least 4 paragraphs, might lack a clearly stated thesis, does lack organization and/or adequate support, and does have numerous high, medium, and low order errors in correctness.

Score (1)
The essay exhibits the lowest levels of competency in all five standards. 

