 English 9 Syllabus - Mrs. Hurd
Abingdon High School
                     Room 201
          churd@wcs.k12.va.us

Texts:  Holt Rinehart Winston - Elements of Literature - Third Course

Materials Needed: 

* Pencil (can use a pen if it has blue or black ink).

* 3-ring binder (1 ½ inch to 2 inches) in which to maintain class notes.

*Dividers to assist with organization of bellwork, class notes, and assignments.

*Jump drive (can be any size)

Course Objectives (from VA Department of Education website):

The ninth-grade student will plan, present, and critique dramatic readings of literary selections. Knowledge of literary terms and forms will be applied in the student’s own writing and in the analysis of literature. The student will be introduced to significant literary works. Increased requirements for research and reporting in all subjects will be supported by the use of print, electronic databases, online resources, and a standard style sheet method to cite reference sources. The student will distinguish between reliable and questionable Internet sources. Writing will encompass narrative, literary, expository, and informational forms, with particular attention to analysis. The student will demonstrate correct use of language, spelling, and mechanics by applying grammatical conventions in writing and speaking.

English 9 Standards of Learning

9.1  The student will plan, present, and critique dramatic readings of literary selections.

9.2  The student will make planned oral presentations.

9.3 The student will read and analyze a variety of literature.

9.4 The student will read and analyze a variety of informational materials and nonfiction materials.

9.5  The student will read dramatic selections. 

9.6: Writing: The student will develop narrative, expository, and informational writings to inform, explain, analyze, and entertain.

9.7: The student will edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing.

9.8: Research: The student will credit
the sources of both quoted and paraphrased ideas. 

9.9: The student will use print, electronic databases, and online resources to access information. 

English 9 is a pivotal course that aims to provide a firm foundation for a student’s future literary and linguistic success in high school and beyond.  Students will revisit basic grammar skills as well as further developing their writing skills.  Students will learn how to construct a five-paragraph essay as well as craft their research abilities.  In addition, students will be introduced to rhetorical devices and literary /dramatic terms.  Interpretive concepts of poetry and short stories will also be investigated.  Students will read a variety of novels (To Kill a Mockingbird and Speak), read Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, and evaluate work place documents. 
Class Routine
Bellwork

Review of previous material

Introduction and guided practice of new material

Independent exercise of new material

Nine Week Grading Period Objectives - The following topics will be covered during the designated nine week period (subject to change):
First Nine Weeks 


*Grammar


*Five-Paragraph essay


*Vocabulary, Mechanics, Literary Terms
*The Odyssey
* Written response to The Odyssey (essay)

*Research procedures and project


*Vocabulary, Mechanics

*Poetry (with literary terms)


*Written response to poetry (essay)

*Novel (To Kill a Mockingbird)


*Mid-term Exam

Second Nine Weeks 
*Short stories/fiction (with literary terms)
*Vocabulary, Mechanics, Usage
*Novel (Speak)

*Written response to fiction and novel units (essay)

*The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet (with drama SOL terms)


*Jacob I Have Loved or Freak the Mighty


*Vocabulary, Mechanics, Usage

*Workplace documents


*Written response to drama unit (essay)

*Final Exam
Grading Criteria:

100-93 A

92-85 B

84-78

C

70-77

D

Below 70
F

Grading System

Homework, Daily Assignments, and participation grades will count once. 

Quizzes (such as grammar and literature quizzes) will count twice.

Tests and five-paragraph essays are weighted and counted three times.

Make-up Work and Late Work Policy

MAKE-UP WORK IS YOUR RESPONSBILITY!!  There is an assignment notebook which lists all daily assignments.   Students must consult the notebook when they return from an absence!   According to county policy, make-up work must be completed within two (2) school days if two or fewer consecutive days are missed.  The student will receive a day if any additional days are missed.  Work that is turned in late, not due to an absence or extenuating circumstance, during a nine weeks grading period, will be accepted by English teachers. Teachers will use their discretion in the number of points that the work will receive. 
   A time to take tests/quizzes can be negotiated in the occurrence of an absence.  Some assignments may be accepted late, however, twenty points will be deducted for the first day with ten points deducted for each additional day the assignment is tardy.  No make-up work will be completed during class time. 
Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using word-for-word or in substance someone else’s work or ideas without giving proper credit to the source of that information.  Acts of plagiarism in any portion of an assignment will result in a grade of zero for that assignment.  Students will not be allowed to resubmit an assignment that has been plagiarized.  This also includes students who are caught cheating on an assignment.

Classroom Management Plan

Mrs. Hurd’s Classroom Rules (as posted in class):
· Students are to act with respect towards the teacher and other classmates, including respecting the property of others.
· Students must demonstrate maturity at all times (no slang, no foul language, no physical contact, raise hand before speaking, do not interrupt teacher and classmates).

· Tardiness will not be tolerated.  Every occurrence will be reported to the office.  Students must be IN THEIR SEAT by the bell.
· No food, drinks, or electronic devices (cell phones, video games) are allowed in class. Bottled water will be allowed.

· Students must bring all materials to class (textbook, notebook, and pencil/pen).

Rewards: 

· Increasing your knowledge (!!)

· Praise from teacher

Consequences:

· Nonverbal warning

· Verbal warning
· Student/Teacher conference

· Call to parents

· Student removed from class

ALL incidents that escalate past a nonverbal warning will be recorded in my Discipline Log.  Students who express defiance, disrespect, and belligerence (behaviors that jeopardize the climate of the class) will be immediately sent to the office.  The parent/guardian of the student will receive a phone call from me explaining the incident. Consequences are maintained on a weekly basis.  Therefore, in the occurrence of an incident, a student will carry its consequence until the end of the week.  

Parents:  My goal for any class is to help my students succeed.  If you need to speak with me on any issue concerning your son or daughter, please feel free to contact me at school at (276) 739-3200 or email me at   churd@wcs.k12.va. us    

PARENT SIGNATURE:

My signature acknowledges that I have fully read and understood the syllabus for Mrs. Hurd’s English 9 class.

----------------------------------------



-----------------------------------

      (Parent Signature)




      (Student’s Name)

________________________________________________________________
STUDENT SIGNATURE:

I have read and understood all items contained in the syllabus for Mrs. Hurd’s English 9 class.  

----------------------------------------



------------------------------------

    (Student’s Signature)





      (Date)

