Writing for Specialized Audiences 

Develop Evaluation Criteria and Assess a Website
**Criteria

1 : a standard on which a judgement or decision may be based

2 : a characterizing mark or trait

You may work on this assignment alone or in pairs.

You have three periods to complete this assignment.

You are to visit several of the websites listed below. All of them are related to writing and the Writer’s Craft. Your job is to investigate at least three of these sites and in doing so, establish criteria for judging websites in general. 

Construct a checklist or scoring scale using the criteria you have identified. 

Use the following guiding questions to help you determine criteria for judging a website. 

Clarity/Organization

· What criteria will you use to judge the organization/layout of the website?

· What do you expect to see on the home page? What navigational tools do you expect to see?

· What general rules will you establish by which to judge the quality of the layout and placement of text, graphics, photos, or hot links on the site?

Usefulness

A website needs to be user-friendly. That means that it needs to recognize its target audience and structure its components/information to meet the needs and interests of the target readers. 

· What criteria will help you to judge a website as “useful”? For example what criteria would measure both a young writers’ website and an academic website?

· What makes a website more or less user-friendly?

· How will you judge the “match” between site and intended user?

Trustworthiness

A website can be attractive and interesting, but if it doesn’t provide information that is true and worthwhile it’s a waste of web surfing time. 

· How will you “check references” on your website? What constitutes a well-referenced website?

· How will you screen the site for bias?

· How will you judge the expected accuracy of the information on this site?

********Go to this site for further guidelines on assessing a webpage:
http://hosting.uaa.alaska.edu/afdtk/assess.htm  *************** Many stars means I think it is a good idea to go there and check it out. 

Once you have checked out 3 sites and finished coming up with your own evaluation criteria, construct a checklist or scoring scale to use when you “go surfing.”
 Next:

a) search for a website related to writing and the Writer’s Craft and

b) evaluate that website using the criteria you’ve established on your checklist

Remember, you are checking out the whole site. Click on links. Play the games. Take the quizzes. You are evaluating the whole website not just the homepage. 

What you will hand in for evaluation:

Evaluation checklist/scoring scale (blank)



10 marks

Evaluation of a website using that list or scale


20 marks

(include the address for the site)

This is a list of suggestions so feel free to search for your own sites on Writing or Writers. Why not use the home page of your favourite author? 
http://www.neilgaiman.com/
http://johngreenbooks.com/
http://www.english-literature.org/resources/
http://www.authors4teens.com/
http://www.storyispromise.com/wmovies.htm
http://teenwriting.about.com/?once=true&
