15-1: Slavery and the West

1. How did sectionalism push the country to war?

2. What are the three parts of the Missouri Compromise?

3. The Missouri Compromise preserved the balance between __________ and ________ states. What happened in the West to upset the balance?

4. What was the position on slavery in the new territories by both the Democrats and the Whigs, the two most popular political parties in the 1848 election? Why might their positions upset the voters?
5. What were the five parts of the Compromise of 1850?

15-2: A Nation Dividing

1. What would be the justification for the federal government to send in troops to bring Anthony Burns back to Virginia and slavery?
2. What is the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and how does the bill change the relationship between the North and the South?

3. Why would Uncle Tom’s Cabin be another step toward the collision between the North and the South?  What does Lincoln say about the book? Why would a fictional book be so powerful?
4. What is popular sovereignty and why would it seem like a logical solution to the problems in Kansas and Nebraska? Why would Northerners be opposed to the Act?

5. Why would proslavery and antislavery groups rush into Kansas? 
6. What is your opinion of John Brown’s actions in Kansas? Describe what was happening in “Bleeding Kansas.” Is “Bleeding Kansas” foreshadowing what was going to happen during the Civil War? How could the federal government stop what was happening?

7. How did the Violence in Congress reveal a deep division between the North and South? Describe the events.

