Bigger Than a Hamburger
The story: On February 1, 1960, four African American students – Ezell A. Blair Jr. (also known as Jibreel Khazan), David Leinhail Richmond, Joseph Alfred McNeil, and Franklin Eugene McCain – from North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College (A&T) , a historically black college, sat at a segregated lunch counter in the Greensboro, North Carolina, Woolworth's store. This lunch counter only had chairs/stools for whites, while blacks had to stand and eat. Although they were refused service, they were allowed to stay at the counter. The four students were aware that Woolworth’s would not serve blacks at their lunch counter but they sat down anyway, engaging themselves in a plan they had been discussing for a month prior to the sit-in.
Vocabulary:  retort (to answer back in a clever way), statue (law passed by legislation), subterfuges (plan to hide one’s true purpose), dumbfounded (struck dumb with astonishment and surprise), passive (not resisting), rasped (rough, harsh tome, like a sergeant), flushed (happy with excitement), Tokenism (merely pretended), acceded (agree), watershed (high ground), indigenous (originating where it is found), veneer (thin layer), civility (polite), flogged (beating with a whip etc.).
Questions

1. According to the students, how was the South able to evade the Brown decision?

2. Why is the story titled Bigger Than a Hamburger?

3.  Describe what the students plan was. Why would they think that their actions would have an impact?
4. Why would the waitress by dumbfounded by the students’ actions?

5. How did the other customers respond to their actions? 

6. How did the black dishwasher respond and why?

7. What were the ground rules for the protest?
8. What is the importance of the Greensboro sit in movement?
9. What did Governor John Patterson order to stop the protests?

10. How did some whites respond to the sit ins? Give three examples of violence in the second to last (penultimate) paragraph?

11.  How did the students respond to the brutality?
