Columbus Reading Questions

1. Before reading the chapter:  Write down all that you think you know about Columbus, including myth as well as reality. Examples: Columbus sailed in 1492; people believed the earth was round; Columbus sailed on three ships.

While or after reading the chapter: Write down passages in the text that either support or contradict each item generated by the assignment above, then identify those events and actions discussed in the text that is not part of your thinking about Columbus originally.

2. How does Columbus describe the Arawaks?  How do they greet Columbus and his sailors?

3.  How does Zinn compare the Arawaks and the Europeans?

4. What was the information Columbus wanted the most?

5. Did Columbus know the world was round?

6. What was Columbus promised if he brought back wealth? Was Columbus considered a skilled sailor?
7. Describe the daily lives of the Arawak people.  

8. How did Columbus treat the Arawaks that could not find gold?

9. What was Columbus’s aim on his second expedition? Describe what Columbus did in 1495.
10. What is an encomienda?
11. Using pages 45-47 in American Journey make a chart describing the differences between the Zinn reading and the textbook.  

       This assignment should a minimum of one page.

