Eminent Domain
1. What is Eminent Domain? Where would you find E.D. in the Constitution?
2. What advantages/arguments are used by the city to use E.D.?
3. How do cities “legally” remove people from their homes?
4. What does “blighted” mean?
5. Is this common practice across the United States? Is it surprising that people would not sue and take this to the Supreme Court? Explain.
6. Why should/shouldn’t Bailey Brake Shop move when it would be better for the community and himself?
7. Is there such an idea as the public good? Why would the mayor and other city officials push for E.D.?
8. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement:  “In its decision in favor of New London, the Supreme Court further established its tendency to interpret "public use" as the much broader term, "public purpose." The Court further held that the use of eminent domain to promote economic development is constitutionally acceptable under the Fifth Amendment.” Do you think that the Supreme Court ruled this way or that I am tricking you? Explain.  If the Supreme Court ruled this way, what might it say about what they consider as the important issue involved in the case.


Tulia, Texas

1. How did the Bill of Rights protect the defendants in Tulia, Texas? Explain.
2. Explain the need/reason for the necessity of the Bill of Rights.
3. Is it surprising that a jury, sheriff and district attorney all believed Tom Coleman?
4. Do you think race is a factor in what happened in Tulia, Texas? If so, how would you stop things like this happening in the future?


