
Industrial Workers (19-4)
Read pages 572 – 575 in the American Journey textbook and then answer the following:

1. Why would some Americans view the strikers in Chicago’s Haymarket Square in a negative way? Use both 572 and 575 to explain your answer. What is your opinion on this topic?

2. How did the standard of living rise for many Americans in the late 1800s?

3. How many hours did industrial workers put in each week? How many vacation weeks did they get? Did the workers have job security and what were the working conditions like?

4. What are sweatshops? Why would someone choose to work in a sweatshop? What were women’s salaries compared to men?

5. The Child Labor paragraph is shocking! What laws were passed to fix the child labor problem? How did government and businesses react to new regulations?

6. Why would someone join a labor union? What are trade unions? What risks did union members have in the work place?

7. What four issues did the AFL push for? What is collective bargaining?

8. What happened in New York City that pushed the country to enact safer working conditions?
9. How did companies respond to the striking workers? What is the government role in this issue?

10. What happened at Andrew Carnegie’s steel plant in Homestead, Pa.? What do you think the name strikers would call the nonunion workers brought in to replace them during the strike?

11. How did the government respond to the Pullman strike?

12. What happened to Eugene V. Debs? Explain the reason he went to jail. 

