John Adams

Question: How would you evaluate John Adams’s term as president? Please give reasons/examples for whether you think he was a good, bad or average president.

Unnecessary War

1. Why does Adams want to avoid war with Britain and France when many in the country wanted to go to war?

2. Which two individuals seem to have more support and loyalty than Adams does in his own administration?

3. What reasons does Thomas Jefferson give in not wanting to go to France?

4.  How does the French bribery scheme push the country toward war? How did Adams respond to this XYZ affair? 
5. Why does Adams sign the Alien and Sedition Acts? Who might benefit from these acts? Watch for answer later.

6. What is Alexander Hamilton’s position on the French and English war? The Army? On Jefferson? What actions does Adams take to avoid giving power to Hamilton? 
7. Foggy Bottom. What do you think the Adamses thought of the slave labor that was used to build Washington D.C.?

8. Do you think that Adams did everything he would could to win a second Presidential term? What would he have to do to do win, but didn’t? Is it possible that Adams put the country ahead of his own ambitions? 
9. How were Jefferson and Adams vilified in the election of 1800? Should the press/media be able to print opinions about the government that are negative and sometimes, not true. Explain.
10. What was the deadlock decided in the election of 1800 decided and why is it a historic election? Why did Adams get fewer votes than two other candidates?
11. Isn’t it ironic that Adams hated slavery, but lost the election to the slaveholding Jefferson because of the 3/5 compromise?

12. Using the video, describe the relationship (interaction) between John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. Remember each died on July 4, 1826.  Adams’s last words were “Jefferson survives” as each wrote each other the last part of their lives.
13. Ultimately, how should we judge the presidency of John Adams? Write a paragraph evaluating his presidency. Try to compare with Washington’s eight years in office.
