Perseus Questions

1. Describe what Medusa was thinking as Perseus flew up to her, right before her death.

2. Imagine that you are a member of a local tribe for whom Perseus’ actions would have been harmful and destructive.  Briefly describe your culture and why Perseus has had a negative impact on it.

3. Pick two poems from the Bulfinch’s Mythology link that allude to the Perseus story.  How do they reference this myth and what does the author seem to highlight?

4. Describe Perseus from the vantage point of one of the snakes on Medusa’s head.

5. What does Perseus do that makes him a hero?   How do we define heroism in this story?  What purpose do you think this story served in ancient Greek culture (i.e. what lessons does it teach)?

6. Choose 5 elements of the Hero’s Journey that occur in the Perseus story – list the archetype & the event or part of the story that corresponds to it.

7. Look at the Perseus Digital Library Link and read their statement of purpose – on the right hand side of the page in the rectangle.  How does the myth of Perseus fit into their vision for their project?  In terms of their project, what do you think the creators of the site imagine Medusa to be?

8.   Why did Perseus  not use the head of Medusa to defeat the sea-monster Ceto?

9. Medea’s Head, or the Gorgo, is an apotropaic device (a thing that averts negative magical influences or bad luck), a shield against the evil-eye.  How do we use superstitions and customs in our world as “apotropaic devices”?
10. Medusa was commonly thought to signify various evils (or components of sin) in the Middle Ages, from obstinacy and doubt to heresy and pride.  Why would the image of Medusa be a useful symbol of these things for people in the medieval ages?
11. Cellini's Perseus, holding Medusa's severed head, served to warn Cosimo I's enemies of what would happen should they cross the line.  (See link for Cellini’s Perseus).  Which character poses the symbolic threat to Cosimo’s enemies?  Why do you think so?

12. In Cellini’s time, the culture was Christian and it was proper to think of death in terms of beauty because of the religious promise of eternity and eternal life.  Because of this, Cellini sculpted the head of Medusa as a beautiful woman.  How does beauty also become threatening?  Why does the myth become problematized when Medusa is envisioned as a beautiful woman?

13. The theme of “reflection” operates on different levels in this myth.  How does Perseus use “reflection” to achieve his objective in getting Medusa’s head?  How does Perseus’ character “reflect” aspects of Medusa after he appropriates her head and it becomes one of his tools/weapons?  

14. According to other sources for this myth, after Athena takes Medusa’s head from Perseus, she gives Asclepius, the god of medicine and healing, two drops of Medusa’s blood.  One drop heals any wound, and the other drop is a deadly poison.  Why do you think the ancients imagined Medusa as a character who contained or internalized both powers – to heal and to destroy?  

15. Look at the images of Medusa in the links provided – why do you think this character was such a compelling subject for artists in both antiquity and later times?  What about her appearance makes her so fascinating?

