Welcome to Earth Science
2013-2014
Instructor

Mrs. Stevens

Course Description  
Earth Science is a group of sciences that deals with Earth and its neighbors in space.  Throughout the course we will be studying geology and atmospheric science. 
IPad Textbook Required

· Earth Science (Allison, DeGaetano, and Pasachoff), ©2010 by Holt McDougal
Grades

· Grades are reviewed regularly.  It is your responsibility to keep track of your grade.
· Study time: 30-45 minutes per night for reading text, watching a lecture video, finishing labs, or other assigned homework.  When studying for tests, the amount of study time should be increased.
· I assign points to all labs, reports, worksheets, quizzes, and tests.  The breakdown of your points is as follows:
· Tests worth 50-100 points, announced several days before the end of each unit.
· Quizzes worth 5-25 points.  Both announced and unannounced.
· Labs worth 10-30 points.  This grade includes points for following lab instruction and collaborative lab work with lab partners.
· Homework Assignments worth 5-20 points.  All assignments are written on the board every day.  In addition, they are posted on my webpage (which is updated every week by Monday at 3pm)
**Each quarter is worth 40% and the semester exam is worth 20%**
Late Work
You will be given plenty of time to finish your work, but if for some reason that is not enough time, you will be able to turn the work in late the following day.  This will cost you 20% of your grade on the assignment.  After that day, I will not accept the work for a grade.  Also, if the assignment is not turned in as requested during class, there will be a penalty loss of points on the assignment of 10%.  If an assignment is corrected in class, it may not be turned in late for points.

If you have been sick, it is your responsibility to turn in any assignments that were due on the day you were absent upon your return as well as to get any missing assignments and notes.  You will get two days for each day you missed, to make up work.  This is for excused absences only.   If you have a prolonged absence, we will need to discuss a timeframe for you to complete your missing assignments.

Class Expectations
· Do not hinder anyone’s education.

· Sit in your assigned seat when the bell rings.  We will always begin in these seats everyday.  Tardies result in detentions (as stated in your SVHS handbook/planner).

· Raise your hand to ask/answer questions in class.

· Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated (refer to the SVHS handbook/planner for consequences).

· Go to the bathroom some other time. 
· Please tell me if you break anything in the room.  We need to clean up any spills or broken glass.  (I promise not to throw a fit if it was an accident).

· Clean your table, equipment, and floor area.  This is your room too!!!  We all need to keep it clean.  

· Drinks, food, and candy are not permitted in the laboratory.  Eat your snacks before coming to class.  

· Class is over when I dismiss you.
Teacher Availability
I am available for extra help if needed.  It is your responsibility to set up an appointment with me.
Communication

All student e-mails to me should be copied to the parent.  If a student does not copy the parent originally, I will copy the e-mail to the parent in the reply.

Responses to e-mails and phone calls will occur between 8:30am and 12pm, Monday through Friday.
