COURSE TITLE: CHRISTIAN ETHICS AND CATHOLIC MORALITY 2013-14
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course assists students as they continue to develop an informed conscience based on Catholic moral principles. An emphasis is placed on the student’s responsibility for his/her own model values, actions, and decision-making. This course will draw together the knowledge of Catholic Church teachings with the awareness of the responsibility the student needs to be tomorrow’s leader. Topics to be explored include abortion, assisted suicide, capital punishment, vocation and lifestyle, marriage, love and sexuality, intolerance, success,  prayer and spirituality.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/REQUIRED MATERIALS
1. Textbooks:
Marinelli, Anthony: Conscience and Catholic Faith

Live Binders (online resource with course material)
COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES:

Recognizing the many complex moral and ethical issues in our world today, a St. Viator student 

in the Christian Ethics and Catholic Morality class will:

1. Be able to explain the importance of an informed conscience.

2. Study broad perspectives on moral and ethical issues, while realizing the implications these views have.

3. State an informed position on a variety of moral and ethical issues.

4. Articulate the Catholic Church’s position when making moral decisions.

5. Be challenged to objectively evaluate society’s view on ethical and moral issues in light of Gospel values, with regards to issues that include sexuality, human life, rights and dignity.

6. Begin to understand his/her role as Catholic leaders in the areas of ethics and morality in the Church and the secular world.

COURSE OUTLINE

First Semester

I.
Ethics and Morality, Conscience, Sin and Virtue, and Authority


A. Ethics and Morality




1. Definitions



2. Three parts of Morality



3. Discovery of individual moral decision-making


B. Conscience

1.
Catholic perspective on conscience

2.
Psychological and developmental perspective on conscience 

3.
Formation of a Catholic Conscience

C. Sin, Virtue and Freedom

1. Definitions of major terms

2. Biblical and theological definitions of sin

3.  Virtues vs. Capital Sins

D. Conscience formation rooted in the message of Jesus Christ

E. Church Authority and the Catholic Conscience

1. Sources of authority

2. Infallibility


3. Assent and Dissent


4. Church and Conscience: Different perspectives

F.  The value of a moral code in society and our world
II. Abortion

A. The beginning of life: Conception, Viability or Birth.

B. Legal perspective: Roe v Wade and subsequent legal decisions

C. Legal status of abortion in Illinois

D. Methods of abortion
      

E. Abortion as a moral choice

F. Church perspective

G. Social perspective:  How do we live with the ambiguity of legal vs. moral perspective

1. Abortion and Men

2. Pro-Choice and Pro-Life

3. Living with the ambiguity of legal vs. moral  perspective

III. Capital Punishment/Death Penalty

A. Abortion as the foundation of all life issues

B. Theories of punishment and their effectiveness

C. History of capital punishment

D. Death penalty as deterrent

E. Fairness of the application of the death penalty


1. Oprah segment

F.
Church perspective on the death penalty

G. Supreme Court decisions concerning the death penalty


1. West Wing Episode

H. Social perspective:  Dead Man Walking
IV. Assisted Suicide/Euthanasia

A. Euthanasia past and current perspective


1. Video: A Date with Dr. Kevorkian

B. Physician assisted suicide in the United States

C. The moral dilemma of euthanasia

D. The Church and Assisted Suicide


1. Video:  Sr. Mary Andrew / Religion and Ethics Newsweekly

E. Physician-Assisted living

F. Social perspective: Tuesdays With Morrie

Second Semester

V. Vocation/Lifestyle

A. Vocation and Lifestyle


1. Definitions of terms in religious vocations


2. Why choose a religious vocation


3. Vocation options: Religious, Priesthood, Marriage, Single

B. Love and Sexuality

1.  Love vs. Infatuation

a)Dr. Ray Short:  Love, Sex and Infatuation

2. Myths and misconceptions

3.  Sexuality: Spiritual and psychological dimensions

4.  Video – A Walk to Remember

C. Marriage

1. Choosing a marriage partner

2. Cohabitation and resulting effects
3. Marriage as Sacrament

4. Annulment vs. divorce

D. Contraception

1. Humanae Vitae
2. Artificial Contraception

3. Natural Family Planning

VI. Intolerance 
A. Homophobia
1. Causes
2. Social implications 
a) 20/20 Women Who Hate

b) 60 Minutes segment on homosexuality

B. Homosexuality

1. Orientation

2. Social Implications

3. Church perspective

C. Racism

1. Racism and intolerance in our culture 

2. Church perspective: Bishops’ Statement

3. Social implications of intolerance

D. Immigration

1. Social perspective

2. Legality

3. Church perspective

E. Cultural of Violence 

1. Bullying/ Boy on the Brink
F.  Mental Illness

1. Challenges and social labeling

VII. End of Year Activities

A. Intolerance projects/presentations
B. Personal Reflection/Chapel Activities

STUDENT EVALUATION

Grades are weighted between two categories: tests/papers and homework/quizzes/class activities.  Your quarter grade will be 65% tests/papers and 35% homework/quizzes/class activities.   Your semester grade will also be weighted:  40% for each quarter and 20% for the final exam.  Seniors may be exempt from the final exam second semester if a cumulative grade of 90% or above has been attained for that semester.

