United States Entrance into the Great War (WWI)
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When Woodrow Wilson made his war resolution to Congress (“The world must be made safe for democracy”), many isolationists (those who wished to avoid entangling alliances) continued to oppose American involvement in the European conflict


Jeanette Rankin, the first female member of the House of Representatives, was one of 50 who voted against the WWI declaration of war. 
U.S. Military Action

Selective Service Act: a draft; all males aged 21 to 30 were required to register for military service.  By the end of WWI, 24 million men had registered, and some 2.8 million had been drafted.

Doughboys: term for U.S. infantrymen; its source is unknown but some of the hypotheses include that it refers to the "soft" condition of the young soldiers, applied by European forces in WWI who had already fought for 4 years or because they were "kneaded" in 1914 but didn't rise until 1917 (i.e. the U.S. didn’t enter the war until 3 years after they were needed).
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John J. Pershing: American general who led the American Expeditionary Force or AEF (the name for the U.S. forces that fought in WWI).  Pershing insisted that the AEF fight as units under American command rather than being split up by battalions to supplement British and French regiments and brigades. 
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Trench warfare: technological advances that outpaced dated military strategy caused trench warfare.  Static lines of troops dug in facing each other with a no man’s land (the area of land between two enemy trenches that neither side wishes to openly move on or take control of due to fear of being attacked by the enemy in the process) in between.  Barbed wire, artillery, armored tanks, machine guns, and mustard gas (poisonous gas that causes blistering of the skin, eyes, and lungs) were some of the weapons used in the fighting.  Trench warfare resulted in very little territorial advancement and a great deal of casualties. 
