Crisis Before the Civil War
The Kansas-Nebraska Act: 

1) proclaimed the Missouri Compromise did not apply to Kansas and Nebraska

2) declared that those states would decide the slavery issue by popular sovereignty

Bleeding Kansas: fighting broke out between pro-slavery and anti-slavery residents of Kansas (56 people died)

Sumner-Brooks Incident: Congressman Preston Brooks attacked Senator Charles Sumner with his cane, beating him unconscious ( all over issue of slavery in Kansas




Decline of the Whig Party: fell apart over issues of slavery.  Members were both southern and northern.
Recall: What was the defining issue of the Whig Party and why couldn’t that hold them together?

Rise of the Republican Party: replaced the Whigs – made up of northerners and westerners


Platform: 

1) keeping slavery out of the west

2) enacting a protective tariff

3) building a transcontinental railroad

Lincoln-Douglas Debates: Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas debated the issue of slavery in the western states ( Douglas proposed the Freeport Doctrine: slavery could be kept out of any territory by the refusal of the people living there.  If the people supported slavery, the law would allow it.

Free Soil Party: formed in opposition of slavery in western territories (not opposed to slavery in general).

Election of 1860: new parties split the Democratic vote and Republican Abraham Lincoln won the popular vote ( 6 states seceded from the Union as a result
