Gettysburg Address: reminded listeners at dedication of the battlefield of the reasons the North was fighting ( to preserve the nation and its commitment to freedom, equality, and self-government ( did so by aligning the purposes of the war with the purposes of the Declaration of Independence
Suspension of the writ of habeas corpus: suspended by President Lincoln in Maryland and parts of Midwestern states ( did so in response to riots, local militias, & the threat that border slave state Maryland would secede, leaving Washington, D.C., surrounded by hostile territory
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Copperheads: a faction of Democrats in the North who opposed the Civil War, wanting an immediate peace settlement with the Confederates. The name was given to them because of the copper liberty-head coins they wore as badges ( were also called "Peace Democrats"
Election of 1864: The Republican Lincoln/Johnson ticket ran with the slogan “Don't change horses in the middle of a stream.”  Lincoln won by a landslide over the Democrat, General George McClellan
Sherman’s March through the South: General William Tecumsah Sherman successfully captured Atlanta in 1864.  From there he marched across the South to Savannah (known as Sherman’s March to the Sea).  Significant because Sherman’s troops stole from southern civilians, destroyed railroad lines, and burned cities and farms ( regular people, not just soldiers, were hurt by his actions ( serves as a HUGE push toward southern surrender
Emancipation Proclamation: Lincoln used executive powers to order that all slaves in Confederate states be freed and that they had the right to join the Union military ( Significant because it shifted the Union’s goals from reunification to the end of slavery 
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African American participation: the 54th Massachusetts Regiment was one of the first official black units in the United States armed forces ( it was led by Colonel Robert Gould Shaw.  The regiment spearheaded an assault on Fort Wagner in Charleston where almost half were killed, wounded or captured – this event served to recruit more freed slaves to the Union forces
Appomattox Court House: Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered on April 9, 1865, at Appomattox Court House. As a sign of Gen. Grant's respect and his anticipation of bringing the Confederacy back into the Union with dignity and peace, Lee was permitted to keep his officer's saber and his horse

