Chapter 5 Notes
13th Amendment: made slavery illegal
Reconstruction: lasted from 1865-1877; program to repair the damage done in the South by the Civil War and requirements to readmit the southern states to the Union

Reconstruction Plans ( 

Lincoln’s Reconstruction Plan

· 10% plan: 10% of voters must take an oath of allegiance

· was considered lenient ( focused on healing rather than re-admittance since Lincoln didn’t believe secession was legal in the 1st place

· pocket-vetoed the Wade-Davis Act (a harsher set of laws passed by the Radical Republicans)

Johnson’s Reconstruction Plan

· added that states were required to void secession, abolish slavery, and repudiate the Confederate debt

· issued lots and lots and lots of pardons to former Confederate leaders ( over 13,000

Radical/Congressional Reconstruction

· placed South under military rule

· guaranteed voting rights to African Americans

· required states to ratify the 14th Amendment

Freedmen’s Bureau

Provided services to newly freed slaves to help them adjust - i.e. emergency food/housing, education, etc
But working against these forces…

Newly reformed state governments in the South enacted Black Codes to restrict the movement and rights of African Americans.  In response, Congress enacted a Civil Rights Act and the 14th Amendment (guaranteed citizenship) that outlawed Black Codes.

Tension between Congress and Johnson escalated…
Congress passed the Tenure of Office Act to entrap Johnson. ( when he fired Sec. of War Edwin Stanton, he was impeached.  Though acquitted, the Republicans turned the next election over to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant.

Cultural Issues

The 15th Amendment guaranteed voting rights for African Americans leading to a surge of African Americans in elected positions.

Carpetbaggers – northerners taking advantage of southern hardship

Scalawags – southern Republicans

Southern resentment of both of these groups led to rising tension in the South.  This combined with the military occupation led to vigilantism.  

The KKK formed in 1866 and started lynching in order to affirm white supremacy.  The Congress responded with the Force Act and the KKK Act but these were ineffective.

The Solid South movement led to Democrats blocking Reconstruction measures in legislatures, working to end rights for African Americans.

Sharecropping became essentially economic slavery.

Compromise of 1877:


ended Reconstruction

· Republicans

bargained to end military occupation if Rutherford B. Hayes could 

win election 

over Dem. 

Samuel Tilden
3. Landlord keeps track of money share-croppers owe him for housing and food.





2. Poor whites/ freedmen sign contracts to work land-lord’s land in exchange for part of the crop.





1. Poor whites and freedmen have no jobs, no homes, and no money to buy land.





5. Share-cropper cannot leave the farm as long as he is in debt to the landlord.





4. At harvest, sharecropper owes more to landlord than his share of crop is worth.





Sharecropping








