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Frontier: the land or territory that forms the furthest extent of a country's settled or inhabited regions 
Mormons: The Latter Day Saint movement that started Mormonism was led by Joseph Smith and Brigham Young; they believed that they had been contacted by God to restore the Christian Church
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Buffalo Soldiers: were established by Congress as the first peacetime all-black regiment in the U.S. Army
Transcontinental Railroad: 
· Authorized by the Pacific Railway Act of 1862 and heavily subsidized by the federal government

· Built by the Union Pacific Railroad Company and the Central Pacific Railroad Company
· Was built by Irish laborers, veterans of the Civil War, Mormons, and Chinese 
· Completed at Promontory Point, Utah on May 10, 1869
· Travel from coast to coast was reduced from six or more months to just 1 week
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