Name: ______________________________
Date: __________________

Technology and Government Policy, Its Impact on the West

Listed below are technological breakthroughs and government policies that aided the settlement of the West.  For each, write how the item helped the settler and note what geographic disadvantages the item helped the settler overcome.  

1. Sod house:

2. Barbed wire:

3. Windmills:

4. Irrigation:

5. Screen windows:

6. Buffalo chips:

7. Homestead Act:

8. Transcontinental Railroad:

9. Government Indian policy:

10. The elimination of the buffalo:
