Corruption in the Gilded Age
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Political machines: organized control of elected officials by party leaders

Tammany Hall: the Democratic Party political machine that controlled NYC politics from the 1790s - 1960s

· Tammany’s voters were primarily immigrants ( Tammany would provide immigrants with emergency relief, help with police and government officials, and social activities in exchange for votes
[image: image2.jpg]


William “Boss” Tweed:  primary leader of Tammany Hall during this period

· Tweed defrauded the city by having contractors present excessive bills for work performed—typically ranging from 15 to 65 % more than the project actually cost
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Thomas Nast: the father of American political cartooning

· Most well-known for his images of Tammany Hall’s and Boss Tweed’s corruption

Credit Mobilier scandal: Credit Mobilier was a company helping to build the Transcontinental RR ( the company overcharged in order to embezzle $$$ from the federal gov’t then gave shares in the company to members of Congress in order to continue the federal funding they were receiving

Whiskey Ring scandal: Republican politicians stole over $3 million in tax revenue collected on liquor ( resulted in the association of the Republican Party and then Pres. Ulysses S. Grant with corruption

Pendleton Civil Service Act: ended the spoils system that started in Andrew Jackson’s admin. – placed federal employees on the merit system

