Student name: ______________________________
The Gilded Age and Graft

Gilded Age: term coined by Mark Twain to describe the post-Reconstruction era

The term originates in Shakespeare's King John (1595): "To gild refined gold, to paint the lily... is wasteful and ridiculous excess." The Gilded Age, like gilding the lily (which is already beautiful and not in need of further decoration), was unnecessary and wasteful -- it was a period characterized by showy displays of wealth and excessive luxury.
Graft: use of one’s job to gain profit; a major source of income for the political machines
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Why did cities grow?
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What political affiliation were most immigrants? 





What attracted immigrants to cities?





How did political leaders get the votes of immigrants? 





Political Machines:  





What was the political machine in New York City called?  





Who was its main leader?  





What characterized their corruption? 








