Civil Rights in the Gilded Age
The Situation

· Jim Crow Laws: statutes, beginning in the 1890s, that required segregation of public services by race

· Plessy v. Ferguson (1896): 
· Case: African American Homer Plessy argued that his right to “equal protection of the laws” was violated by Jim Crow laws in Louisiana

· Decision: Segregation is legal as long as the facilities are equal

Reactions to Segregation
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Booker T. Washington: believed African Americans should wait for equality and instead learn vocational skills to ensure economic security

· W.E.B. DuBois: urged African Americans to seek education in order to develop leaders who could pursue social and political equality

· Niagara Movement: organization set up by DuBois that called for full civil liberties and an end to racial discrimination
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NAACP: founded in 1909 with the goal of abolishing segregation and discrimination, opposing racism, and gaining civil rights for African Americans ( worked primarily through the court system

· Ida B. Wells: a journalist who became well-known for leading an anti-lynching campaign

Profiles of Presidents in the Gilded Age

· Ulysses S. Grant: the Whiskey Ring scandal and cronyism/incompetence in his administration led to his and the Republican Party’s association with corruption

· Rutherford B. Hayes: gained office through the Compromise of 1877 – ended Reconstruction

· James A. Garfield: was assassinated by a disappointed office seeker (Charles Guiteau) – his successor, Chester A. Arthur, with the help of the Half-Breeds (opposed to the spoils system) against the Stalwarts (in favor of the spoils system), signed the Pendleton Civil Service Act into law 
· Grover Clevelend: supported railroad regulation and a return to the gold standard; gained office through the support of Mugwumps (Republicans who decided a Democratic president would help end Republican corruption)

